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aka 



“Donations, not 

Depositions” 
1. Prevention 

 

2. Repair 



POLLS 

• How many of you currently work or have 
worked in Collections? 

– Current 

– Previous 

– Supervise collections staff 

– None of the above 



POLLS 

• Which of the following applies to your 
museum/archive/institution?  
(mark all that apply) 

– We know everything that we have in our collection 

– We know where everything in our collection is 

– We have legal (documented/written) title to 
everything in our collection 

– None of the above 



DISCLAIMERS 

• I am not a lawyer 

• I will not be talking about “living” collections 

• I will not be talking about stolen items 

• I will not be talking about NAGPRA 

• I will not be talking about stolen antiquities, 
European art that changed hands between 
1933 and 1945, etc. 



 





POLL: 

• POLL: Does your museum use the following 
documents/procedures? (mark all that apply) 

1. Deed of gift 

2. Loan agreement 

3. Register/ledger/accession log/inventory list 

4. Tracking (numbers/images) 

 

 



“Preventatives” 

1. Deed of gift 

2. Loan agreements 

3. Accessioning 

4. Tracking 

 

 



Deed of gift/Title 

• No restrictions 

• Possession 

• Receipt/Bill of Sale 

 

• Acknowledgements 

 

• Authority to receive gift 

 

 



Loans 

• Written, signed 

• Term/Renewal 

• Purpose 

• Care 

 

 

 “If You Loan Something to a Museum, Don’t 
Wait 30 Years to Ask for its Return” 



Accessioning 



• THE RULE: “Any registration system used 

by a museum should be readily 

understandable to any intelligent but 

uninformed layman using the registration  

system itself,  

without any  

human  

assistance.” 

Tracking 



Tracking 
• THE OTHER RULE:  

“Always make a record of what you have 
done.”  
(so staff 50 years from now won’t curse you 
as you curse staff from 50 years ago) 



How Some Other Things can Help 

Name of the original and 

subsequent owner  

  

Date of original owner's 

birth/death  

  

Biography of original owner 

or user -- Relationship to 

donor  

 

Are you the legal owner of 

the object(s)?  

  

Was the object(s) purchased 

new, used, inherited, or 

found? Where (if known)?  

  

Have there been any other 

owners or users of the 

object(s)?  
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How Some Other Things can Help 



How Some Other Things can Help 



“Show Me the Law” 

• Almost none of these “preventative” 

measures is specified in law except for 

state-affiliated institutions 



POLLS 

• How many of you have: 

–  “old loans”? (“permanent,” “indefinite,” long 

expired) 

– “Found in Collection” 

– “Drop-offs” 

– All of the above 

– None of the above 

 



POLLS 

• How many of you are from states that 

have a museum property act? (or 

Abandoned cultural property act) 

– Yes 

– No 

– Don’t know 



POLLS 

• How many of you have actively used your 

state’s museum property act to obtain title 

to artifacts? 

– Yes 

– No 

– I don’t know 



Who is 

this? 

Did he 

work at 

your 

place? 



Abandoned and Loaned Cultural Property 

Abandoned Cultural Property Act 

Acquisition of abandoned property held by 

institution 

An Act Concerning Museum Property 

An Act Relating to Property Loaned to Museums 

Disposition of Museum Property 

Donations and loans; disposition of abandoned 

loans 

Georgia Museum Property 

Heritage Preservation Act 

Historical Museums 

Loans to Museums 

Loans to Museums for Indefinite or Long Terms 

 

 

 

 

Museum Property Act 

Museum Disposition of Property Act 

Museum Loan Act 

Museum or Historical Society Unclaimed Property 

Museum Unclaimed Loan Act 

Museum Unclaimed Property Act 

Property Deposited with Museums 

Property Held by Museums 

Property in Possession of Museum or Archives 

Property Loaned to Museums 

Property of the State Museum 

Unclaimed Property Held by Museums or Historical 

Societies 

Unclaimed Property in Museums 



Just the Facts: 
1. Where? 

2. Who? 

3. What? 

4. When? 

5. How? 
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Museum Property Act 



Resources 



Resources 



Linda Eikmeier Endersby 

Museum Director, 

Michigan Historical Center 
EndersbyL@michigan.gov 

www.michigan.gov/museum 


