Handout B 
Can You Hear Me Now? Connecting to Visitors through Real Stories of Artifacts and Place
Object Biographies

1. Look around and choose an object. Spend five minutes looking around the apartment and choose an object that you have always been interested in OR an object that you’re noticing for the first time.

2. Write the biography of this object and its life in this tenement.  You may want to start by free-writing about this object—the things you know about it, what you’ve said about it on tours, how you imagine it being used in the space, why you think it was chosen to furnish the apartment. You have scrap paper on which to begin collecting your thoughts.

No one expects you to know everything about this object, so don’t worry about the details of when or where it was made, etc. Try imagining some if not all of the following ideas as you think through this object’s “life”:

· Where do you imagine this object came from? (Where do you imagine it was made, and where do you imagine the family acquired it?)
· Did one particular family member save to purchase it? Or choose to bring it from the “old country,” or accept it as a gift? Was it something the family bought early in their life at 97? Or after they had already settled in? 
· How did it enter the apartment? Who carried it up the stairs? Did they have help? From whom? 

· What did the neighbors think when they saw this item being brought into the apartment? Or when they saw it when they came to visit? Do neighbors ever use this object? Or is it strictly for the family who lives here?
· Do the family’s guests notice this item? Or is it a ubiquitous part of tenement life? Do certain guests notice it but not others? What does it mean to these guests? (Settlement house workers, landsmen? etc.) 

· Who uses this object? Is it used on a daily basis? Weekly? Only certain times of the year? Is there anyone who would never use this object?

·  When the family moves, will this object move with the family to their next apartment? Will it be in their grandchildren’s home? 
3. Follow-up Questions. 
1. Why did you choose this item? Do you have a personal connection to 

it? What about it piqued your curiosity?

2. How could you use this object to contribute to the story you already 
tell on your tour of this apartment?

3. How do you see this object connecting to the themes of lived religion 

and social activism that Annie introduced earlier this evening? 
4. What information are you missing about the object that you would 
need to tell its story on your tours?

5. What other objects in the museum would you like to learn the story of?
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