


































































AASLH ANNUAL MEETING 
October 5, 2012 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

TO ONCOMING TRAFFIC: 
NO STOPPING STROLLERS AND SMALL FEET 

 
 
 

Ilene Dackman-Alon, Director of Education 
Jewish Museum of Maryland – Baltimore, MD 



The Jewish Museum of Maryland and the Lloyd Street 
Synagogue (ca. 1845) are located in downtown Baltimore.  

This  area was once a thriving Jewish neighborhood  but today 

most Jewish families live in the suburbs.   



The Golden Land (1998)  
A discovery center about the immigration experience  

geared for elementary school students (K-3) 



Countdown to Kindergarten Early 
Learning Initiative:  

Integrating Early Learning and 
Development into Cultural 

Institutions 
 

In 2007, the Jewish Museum of Maryland 
participated in a grant opportunity for 
Baltimore’s cultural institutions to enhance 
their capacity to work with families with 
children five and under.  
 
Objective: 
The JMM is committed to provide a space for 
families that will promote early learning.  This 
space will offer materials that are 
developmentally appropriate for young 
children and promote parent-child 
interactions.  The JMM hopes to further 
establish associations with child care givers in 
the community and offer a space for early 
learning. 
 
Anticipated Results: 
•Parents will be supported in their role as the 
child’s first teachers during their visits. 
•Adults have opportunities to interact with 
young children in developmentally 
appropriate ways during their visit. 
•Parents and other adults have ideas for 
activities that they can do away from the site 
with their children. 
•Staff has tools available to encourage 
interaction with children under five. 



Many young Jewish families are moving back to Baltimore City.  The JMM started 
taking  baby steps in bringing Jewish life to young families living in the city.   

 

Making  Challah  - 2007 



Young mothers approached the JMM to use its space for mothers with young 
babies and toddlers to meet in Baltimore City.  

Celebrating Hanukkah -Babies & Schmooze 2007 



Partnering with the local Jewish preschools in the area allowed us to provide 
programming during the Early Childhood Conference for educators.  

Preschool’s Out -  April, 2008 



Collaboration with the Downtown Baltimore JCC 
Mommy & Me Classes 

Fall 2008 



Once again we partnered with the local Jewish preschools to provide programming 
during the Early Childhood Conference for educators.  - Preschool’s Out! 

Joanie Leeds Preschool Concert  - March 2009 



Child-friendly activities (for younger audiences)  
are included in major exhibition 

The Synagogue Speaks – Exhibition Opening 
Spring 2010 



A child recreating the stained-glass representation of the Star of David 
The Synagogue Speaks 

Spring 2010 



In 2011, the JMM published its first book for children…… 
The Synagogue Speaks traces the history of the Lloyd Street Synagogue’s remarkable 

transformation from synagogue to church and back to synagogue again. 



Partnership with DBJCC 
Tot Shabbat – “al fresca”  

Summer 2010 



 
Jewish Museum of Maryland  

Fabulous @ Fifty Birthday Bash - October 2010 
Making “Shrinky Dinks” 

 



 
Jewish Museum of Maryland’s  

Fabulous @ Fifty Birthday Bash - October 2010 
“The Color Wheel” 

 



Programming for the entire family 
Meet Rebecca Rubin - American Girl Doll  

December 2010 



Collaboration with DBJCC 
Hands-On Holiday Program 

Purim 2011 



 
 

Continued partnership with local Jewish preschools 
Preschool’s Out 

Music Monkey Jungle – March 2011 

 



Collaboration with DBJCC  
Tot Shabbat - Making Music  

Fall- 2011 



Creating appropriate education resources for younger audiences 
Immigrant’s Trunk for Preschool 

Baltimore City Public Schools - Pre-K at Play Day 
April, 2012 



The Immigrant’s Trunk- Preschool Program 
“To the Golden Land” 

 

Ida packed her trunk for a very long trip, 
Very long trip, 
Very long trip 
Ida packed her trunk for a very long trip 
TO THE GOLDEN LAND! 
  
Ida waved goodbye to her family and friends, 
Family and friends, 
Family and friends 
Ida waved goodbye to her family and friends 
BEFORE HER TRIP TO THE GOLDEN LAND! 
  
Ida climbed the plank and sailed on a ship, 
Sailed on a ship 
Sailed on a ship 
Ida climbed the plank and sailed on the ship 
TO THE GOLDEN LAND! 
  
Ida slept in bunks and ate potatoes and soup, 
Potatoes and soup, 
Potatoes and soup 
Ida slept in bunks and ate potatoes and soup 
ON HER TRIP TO THE GOLDEN LAND! 
 

 

The storm made the waves go up and down, 
Up and down, 
Up and down 
The storm made the waves go up and down 
TO THE GOLDEN LAND! 
  
The doctors checked her ears and said open up wide, 
Open up wide 
Open up wide, 
The doctors checked her ears and said open up wide 
IN THE GOLDEN LAND! 
  
Ida got off the ship and met her big sister Minnie 
Big sister Minnie, 
Big sister Minnie 
Ida got off the ship and met her big sister Minnie 
And gave her kisses and hugs  
IN THE GOLDEN LAND! 
 



Baltimore City Public Schools 
Pre-K at Play Day 

Chosen Food Exhibit 2012 



Voices of Lombard Street 
Baltimore City Public Schools 

Pre-K at Play Day 
April 2012 



The education staff is very excited to be working with the JMM’s curatorial staff on 
 two upcoming exhibitions. –  

Zap, Pow, Bam (a travelling exhibit from the Bremen Museum in Atlanta) and an original exhibition  

(no title yet) exploring the Jewish connection to medicine. 






































