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APPRAISALS:

of objects in historical collections

A panel of certified appraisers examines

When staffs of historical societies and
museums talk about questions of “value,”
they generally mean something more
aesthetic and abstract than “how much
is it worth?” Quite likely they are re-
ferring to their own challenging task of
idemtifving and preserving the values of
the past, rather than to the price tag on
an artifact.

Sometimes, however, thev do have W
ask the questlon of “how much is it
worth?” And when they do, where they
go for the answers is important

A historical sodety or museuwmn will
need the services of an appraiser when
value is to be determined for such pur-
poses as: a) acquisition, disposition, ex-
change; b) insurance (for permanent or
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loan collections ); ¢) damage assessment
{ accident, vandalism, fAre, water, ete.);
d) establishment of attribution or market
conditions in fields not within the usual
purview of the museum or society: e)
tlocumentation ( recording movement of
objects for exhibition, loan, or restora-
tion ).

Appraisals often can best be handled
as an external function of the historical
saclety or museum rather than as a
function of the staff. This is tue for at
least two reasons. Frequently no one on
the staff is properly qualified to muke
appraisals. Registrars, archivists, and
curators, for instance, are concerned pri-
marily with recording and preserving
the properties entrusted tn their care,



not evaluating them. Secondly, an “out-
side” (non-staff) appraiser should be
used in determining the value of be-
quests or donations in order to avoid the
possibility of advocacy or adverse inter-
est.

l. Where do you find an appraiser?

Because nearly all appraisals required
by historical societies and museums will
be for valuations of some form of per-
sonal property (sculpture, antigues,
books, manuscripts, coins, stamps, paint-
ings, graphics, gems, jewelry, rugs,
tapestries, residential contents, etc.), try
to locate an appraiser who has been
tested and certified in his or her field.
This may be as easy as going to the
Yellow Pages or as convenient as calling
upon well-known practitioners in the
area,

Those appraisers who are tested and
certified will belong to the American
Society of Appraisers. There is no state
testing and licensing of personal prop-
erty appraisers in the United States, and
there is no other professional appraisal
society in the country which tests, na-
tion-wide, personal property wvaluators.

If you do not find a listing for the
American Society of Appraisers in the
local telephone directory, write the In-
ternational Headguarters, American So-
ciety of Appraisers, Dulles International
Airport, P.O. Box 17265, Washington,
D. C. 20041, or call (703) 620-3838,
That office will refer yvou to a certified
appraiser specially skilled in the specific
area of your interest in one of the eighty
vhapters of the soviety neuwrest you.

There are many competent appraisers
who do not belong to ASA or to any
appraisal society; they should be judged
by their individual merits and state-
ments.

There are approximately thirty ap-
praisal groups in the United States, al-
maost all of which are eoncerned only

with real estate. In addition to ASA,
there are three other major personal
property-oriented  appraisal  groups,
though ASA is the only one which tests
its members for certification. The others
are;: The Appraisers Association of
America, 541 Lexington Avenue, New
York, New York 10022: The Art Dealers
Association of America, 575 Madison
Avenue, New York, New York 10022,
and The National Antique and Art Deal-
ers Association of America, 122 East
Fifty-seventh Street, New York, New
York 10022,

Il. How can you judge an appraiser's
qualifications?

An appraiser’s gqualifications can be
judged by studyving and evaluating infor-
mation from several sources:

A. Documented accomplishment such
as a “qualifications statement”™ or cur-
riculum vitae sheel.

B. Professional certification by ASA,
which designates appraisers in two cate-
gories, member and senior member. The
distinguishing differences are: only two
vears of full-time appraisals experience
is required before a practitioner may
apply to be tested as a member; five
yvears of full-time appraisal experience
is required for the senior designation.
Membership in either category requires
intensive written examinations in the
ficld of specialization, and members of
hoth categories must adhere to a strict
code of ethics, a copy of which the ASA
will provide upon request.

C. Reputation, including acceptance
by such institutious as inswaoce com-
panies, the Internal Revenue Service,
other museums and societies for which
the appraiser has performed wvaluation
services, and recognition received from
professional activities such as lectures,
treatises, editorial or academic assign-
ments related to valuation of historieal
properties.




D. Personal interview to determine
relevance of valuation experience and
expertise to the assignment you are pro-
posing. A close look at value reports
previously completed by the appraiser
(identity of clients mvolved in the re-
ports should remain anonymous unless
special consent is given ) will prove help-
ful.

Soe yuestions which would be lielp-
ful in interviewing an appraiser are:
What is your general valuation and edu-
cational background? What specific ex-
perience do you have with the kind of
property to he appraised? Are yon a
member of a professional appraisal so-
ciety? Do you hold a special designation
issued by an appraising society? Is that
designation based on successfully com-
pleting written examinations? How long
ago did you take the examination? If the
examination was taken more than four
years ago, what continuing education
has been undertaken to keep current in
the field?

In summary, then, a history museum
or historical society must complete the
following four steps before hiring an
appraiser: 1) recognize, test, and evalu-
ate the education, experience, and ex-
pertise of the appraiser; 2) determine
the relevance of such qualifications to
the proposed wvaluation assignment; 3)
consider the appraiser’'s recognition and
acceptance of the specific purpose of the
appraisal; and 4) determine the apprais-
er’s ability to cooperate with the cura-
torial staff in order to assure optimum
effectiveness in completing the assign-
ment,

Ill. How can you assist an appraiser?

The better assistance vou offer an ap-
praiser in his or her work, the better
the work is going to be. Time, money,
and effort will be saved in direct pro-
portion to the assistance and informa-
tion the historical agency provides the

appraiser. Optimum assistance will pro-
duce optimum results, especially in such
areas as providing background informa-
tion about the object or ohjects to be
appraised and establishing a suitable
environment in which the appraisal is
to take place.

Background information which ap-
praisers usually find helpful includes
ftem identification, provenance, history
of prior restorations, previous appraisals,
authenticity documentation, and pub-
lished references regarding prior exhi-
hitions,

A suitable environment for making
an appraisal might require special light-
ing, the additional assistance of staff
members, and arranging adequate space.

IV. What ethical considerations are
involved in an appraisal?

All the principles of appraisal ethics
stem from a basic concept: the primary
objective of a monetary appraisal is the
determination of a pumerical result:
the numerical result is objective, un-
related to the desires or wishes of the
client; the numerical result is as inde-
pendent of what someone desires it to
be as a physicist’'s measurement of the
melting point of lead or an accountant’s
statement of the net profits of a corpora-
tion;

There are a number of factors which
support professional, ethical appraisal
practices, Some of these are:

A certified appraiser is obligated to
attain competency and to practice ethi-
cally.

Appraisers have a fiduciary relation-
ship with their clients, with third parties,
and with the public.

Generally, it is unethical and unpro-
fessional for an appraiser to accept an
assignment o appraise i property in
which he or she has an interest or con-
templated future interest. If, after full
disclosnre by the appraiser of present




or contemplated interest in the property,
a client still desires to have the appraiser
do the work, the appraiser may prop-
erly accept the assipnment provided full
disclosure of the nature and extent of
his or her interest is contained in the
report,

Establishment and maintenance of
trust and confidence in the results of an
appraisal work is a primary objective
of the professional appraiser. Therefore,
contracting for or acceptance of con-
tingent fees in the areas listed below is
considered unethical and unprofessional
by the American Society of Appraisers:

A. Acceptance of an assignment in
which the compensation is contingent
upon the appraiser reaching any find-
ing or conclusion specified by the
client:

B. Agreement to a fee contingent
upon the consummation of a sale or
financing of a property in conmection
with which the appraiser’s services are
utilized;

C. Agreement to a fee contingent
upon the amount of a tux deduction
obtained by a client where his services

ire nsed;

D. Acceptance of an engagement in
which the compensation is contingent
upon the amount of an award in a
property settlement or court action
where the appraiser’s services are em-
ploved.

Further, it is also considered unethical
for an appraiser to contract for or ac-
cept compensation for appraisal services
in the form of a commission, rebate,
division of brokerage commission or
similar forms, or to receive or pay find-
er's or referral fees,

In summary, the essence of the ap-
praisal function has to do with objec-

tivity. The experience and expertise of
the valuation counselor must be blended
with personal integrity and professional
arientation. The appraiser you select
should possess experience, skill, and in-
tegrity. In reviewing an appraiser’s cre-
dentials, remember that a “certification
in appraising” issued by a valuation so-
ciety is a strong indicator of ability and
adherence to a strict code of ethics.

V. How is the intangible faclor of
“historical significance"” treated by an
appraiser?

No doubt, historical value exists in
reégard to specific objects. A pair of
nineteenth—century eyeglasses may not
be highly valued. On the other hand, a
pair of nineteenth—century eyeglasses
which belonged to Andrew Jackson
would have a particular value and
wonld have to be considered in a dif-
ferent light from other eyeglasses of
that type and perind. Such factors as
origin, prior ownership, significance of
location (state, regional, national, in-
ternational), and time (inter-relationship
of date of creation, period, and type of
use, ete., with social, economie, political,
and artistic events) must be analyzed,
documented, and carefully interpreted in
light of current market data (interest.
demand, and supply) and condition of
the property being valuated.

Consequently, to some degree, an ap-
praiser often functions as a historian.
Each valuation demands individual con-
siderations, and, when historical signif-
icance is involved, a valuation will re-
quire special research and documenta-
tion.

Vi. How do you know when an ap-
praisal is “‘acceptable "?

Experienced curatorial personnel of a
history museum or society are generally
best qualified to decide if an appraisal




is “acceptable” Most likely, they de-
fined the property valuation needs in the
beginning and so would be familiar with
the appraisal project from the outset
and why it was requested.

There are three arcas of consideration
in determining if an appraisal “gets the
job dome™:

1. There must be a direct, affirmative
correlation between the needs, require-
ments, and guidelines expressed by the
historical agency in its contract with
the appraiser and in the findl report
submittedd by the appraiser. In other
words, the appraiser’s report must speak
to the questions specified by the history
museum or society in the original eon-
truct. Additional information or opinions
offered by the appraiser may be helpful,
but the job has not been completed and
cannot be considered “acceptable”™ until
all guestions specified in the contract
have been addressed and given ade-
quiite responses.

2, The curator should compare data
findings by the appraiser with the in-
formation and opinions of experts within
the museum or society. In appraisals of
very valuable items, corroboration may
be essential, and additional valuation
services may be required for the sake
of comparison or substantiation,

3, Appraisal reports which indicate
in-depth research, explicit item-by-item
description, and sound bibliographie ref-
erences will generally be worth more to
a museum or society than less detailed
reports in that they provide reliable
value conclusions and property identifi-
catiom and documentation.

Vil. How long is an appraisal con-
sidered “‘up-to-date™?

Becanse of fluctnating market condi-
tions which affect differemt properties
differently, no precise answer can be
given to the question, "How long is an
appraisal considered up-to-date?” Cur-

rent market value is patently dependent
upon such factors as time, type of prop-
erty, and market environment,

Generally, up-dating an appraisal re-
qguires a change only in the value con-
clusion of a report; no change need be
made in the descriptive portions of the
report. Whether an appraisal needs to
be up-dated. then, depends on whether
the value as reported at the Hme of the
appraisal is still pertinent.

Many appraisers recommend an “up-
date™ at least every four years, pref-
erably every three, Several decades ago,
appraisals were considered “eurrent” for
at least ten years. Shifting market con-
ditions have drastically redueed this es-
timate. A professional appraiser can pro-
vide an informed and probably bhelpful
recommendation as to the necessity and
frequency of appraisal “up-dates.” Ad-
visahility of up-dating depends in part
upon such organizational elements as
availability of funds, the size of collec-
tions, board and staff attitudes, and
upon such extrinsic forces as insurance
and legal requirements. A  Thistorical
agency should weigh its own organiza-
tional needs, responsibilities, and finan-
ces and then require appraisals to be
up-dated with sufficient frequency to
provide the protection and documenta-
tion required. An overall concept of up-
dating every three years is not an
unreasonable objective.

This brief commentary was prepared
as a cooperative project hetween the
Americun Assoviation for State and Lo-
cal History and the American Society of
Appraisers. The material presented is
hased upon the personal experiences of
seven nationally-recognized, certified ap-
praisers who contributed to a discussion

of the issue, and it does not constitute
an officially adopted policy statement

by the two organizations.




Contributors to the discnssion upon
which the article is based:

Elizabeth M. Blagbrough, ASA (Senior
Member, American Societv of Apprais-
ers; Member, Appraisers Association of
America; Member, The Valuers’ Con-
sortinm, Ine. ), Saint Lonis, Missowri,

Juanita C. Brown, ASA (Member, Ap-
praisers Association of America; Senior
Member, American Society of Apprais-
ers: National Association of Dealers in
Antigues, Inc.: The Valuers’ Consortium,
Inc.), Oklahoma City, Oklahoma.

Warren E. Cox, ASA (Senior Member,
American Society of Appraisers; Art
Director of Encvclopaedian Britannica,
14th Edition; author “Pottery and Por-
celain,” 1944, and “Chinese Ivory Sculp-
ture,” 1945), New York City.

Dr. Theodore B. Honig, ASA ( Graduate,
Heidelberg University, Germany, Doctor
of Philosophy; lectured, Victoria and
Albert Museum; Senior Member, Ameri-
can Society of Appraisers), Chicago,
IEnos.

John P. Klep, ASA (Graduate University
of Louvain, Belgium, Engineer of Mines;
University of Oklahoma, Master of Sci-
ence; Owner, Director, John P. Klep
Gallery; Senior Member, American So-
ciety of Appraisers), Houston, Texas.

Dr. William R. Lutton, ASA (Graduate,
Laurence College, B.A.; University of
Chicago, M.A.; Stanford University,
Ph.D.; teaching credentials include uni-
versities of Arizona, Chicago, [linois,
Stanford, Virginia Weslevan College;
Sentor Member, American Society of
Appraisers ), San Francisco, California.

Sigmund Rothschild, ASA, FSVA (Fel-
low, Incorporated Society of Valuers and
Aunctioneers of London, England; Senior
Member, American Society of Apprais-
ers: served on faculty of New York
University, New School for Social Re-
search, Wharton School of Business and
Finance of University of Pennsylvania,
School of Business Administration of
Long Island University, C. W. Post
Center, The Hudson River Museum),
New York City.

Editar:

Dexter D. MacBride, FASA, FSVA
(College of Fellows, American Society
of Appraisers; Fellow, Incorporated So-
ciety of Valuers and Auctioneers of Lon-
don; Member, American and Virginia
Bar Associations; Editor, “The Bibli-
ography of Appraisal Literature” and
“Valuation” maguzine; Editor, “"Com-
mentary on Personal Property Appraisal
—Antiques, Fine Arts, Gems and Jewelry,
Residential Contents,” ASA Monograph
37, June 1976; certified CAE by Ameri-
cin Society of Association Executives),
Reston, Virginia.
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ANTIQUE FARM EQUIPMENT:

researching and identifying

Introduction

In preserving the material cullure of
the past, museums routinely adquire wg-
vicultural artifacts, Because donations
are drawn frome the reservoir of artifacts
within the community, they by nature
reflect the legacy of thal community, and
in most areas that legicy is agrarvian.
Until 1880, farming supported more
families than all other ocoupations com:-
hined, and not until 1920 did wrban
Americans outnumber rural residents.
The process of wrbanization has moved
so rapidly since the Great Depression
that agricultural implements mav mys.
tify musenm personnel as well as visitors,
Obviously, before a meaningful interpre-
tive program can be developed, the staff
rust understand the role of each arti-
fact:

By Robert C. Willlams
History of Engineering Program
Texas Tech University

What Is It?

Curators or research personnel who
arc totally wuBanilir with farming prac-
tices should probably begin by consult-
ing @ general history of agriculture, For
some, it may be advantageous to famil-
jarize themselves with current local crop
production und work backwards, though
in rany places such a procedure is iin-
possible. Researchers with g modicumn of
knowledge of Farming techniques can
usually fit implements used with culti-
vitted crops into five functional cate-
gories,

1. Soil preparation equipment prepares
the field for erops. Tools would include
spades., tumning plows, harrows, and
some disks and listers.

2. Planting deéviees actually place the
seed or small plants in the earth. These
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woulld inelude pouches used to broud-
cast seed by hand, mechanical broad-
casters, drills, sceders, planters, and
transplanters.

3. Cultication tools kill weeds in a
growing crop to lessen competition and
sometimes to stir and loosen the soil for
better acration, water penetration, or
control of wind erosion. Examples of this
citegory include hoes, cultivators (some
of which are known hy exotic names
such as “double-shovel” “go-devil.™ or
“gee-whiz”™ ), sandfighters, and in more
recent times herbicide spravers,

4. Huarvesting equipment is often spe-
cialized to the particular crop to be
gathered. It may be as simple as a
sickle or cotton sack or as complex as a
cormn binder or row-hinder, combine, or
cotton picker. Threshing machines, bal-
ers, and mowers ulso Rt this category.

5 Miscelluneous implements  were
necessary on every farmstearl.  Axes,

apgons, fertilizer spreaders, msect con-
trol apparatus, and dual-purpose ma-

chines fit this group, as do the baifling,
apparently  unidentifiable objects that
occasionally appear in any sizable cal-
lection.

General Research

After the general function of an ob-
ject has been determined, reading in ald
agricultural textbooks and antique farm
journals will often shed Hight on the
role that that particular object played in
the furm's economy. Good research tech-
nigues are o must. Photocopying avoids
many ercors that can intmde futo annual
trunscription and is usually available at
a very reasonable cost. The researcher
should  also record complete  hiblio-
graphic data on each source, Althongh
library call numbers are not normally in-
chuded in a citition, their inclsion ean
be an invaluable time saver, particnlarly
where dealing with govemnment docu-
ments or archival materials, Yet, often it
is the implement itself that reveals fur-
ther avenues of investigntion.

i
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Al nombars, degigns, nmames, and olher
markings shouwld be copied down and pho-
fographed.

Studying the Object

In all museum work, there is no sub-
stitute for cureful scruting of the arti-
fact itself. Obviously, all names, model
numbers, patent dates, trademarks, in-
structions, and similar markings shoulkl
be copied down and, if at all possible,
photographed. One should also note oth-
er features that may give eloguent testi-
mony to past usage. Worn hiandles or
oft-repuired  weak spots tell a story of
long, hard work. Even an unusued item
may suggest a hidden narrative: or snec-
dote.  For instance, in the Lubbock
County Museum there s a walking plow
of 1850 vintage that appears to be brand
new. Even a cursory glance prompts
the question, "Why was this plow never
even setup, much less usedd? Local in-
vestigation revealed a curious answer,
The plow was purchased in the East
Texas blacklunds by a family moving to
the South Plains, Upon their  arrival,
they were informerd by their new neigh-
bors that a Vulean "New Gronnd™ plow

might work well in elay gumbo but
that it would not work well in the sandy
loam of the Llano Estucado. The plow
remained in storage for almast & cen-
fry until it was finolly donated to the

mirsenmn (see engraving on title page ).

Donor/User Related Research

After carefully inspecting and record-
ing all the markings on the artifoct, the
investimitor is ready to begin the major
research effort. Obviously, the donor or
relatives of the odginal owner, if trce-
able, are potentially excellent sources.
The researcher should use the hest pro-
fessional oral history techniques for in-
terviews and must maintain a respectiul
skepticism, Memories are  sometimes
eolored by either nostalgia or bitterness.
Wherever possible, data should be con-
firmed by other primary sources.

in communicating with people asso-
ciated with an artifact, a tactful inquiry
about receipts, owners manunals, and
shimilar materals may occasionally e
sult in & windfall. Nor should i research-
er overlook potentially relevant person-
al papers in local or regional archives.
These may contain letters contemparary
withh an old planter or cultivator, and
such letters may describe the puchase
or use of the implement, particularly if
it was imnovative, expensive, or remark-
ably convenient,

Manutaciurer-Related Research

Donor/user related sources are fre-
quently  unavailable or ncomplete so
that the bilk of information muast be
found from other sources, 1f the miker
of the implement is known, the next
few procedures are simplified. The in-
viestigator's tools here are the reference
library and the post office.

The addresses of firms currently manu-
fucturing farm implements are Hsted in




Mames, rademarks. parts numbers, @nd patent aformation help idealily mplaments.

the ammual Swupplement and  Troctor
Prociuct File (for full citations of ref-
crences, see the bibliography ), Some
corponitions maintain archives: others do
not. Many early firms and brand names
hitve since been absorbed by modern
"long-line” companies. Such pequisitions
andd merpers can psually be traced out
through the Report of the Federal Trade
Coimmission on Manufactive ond  Dis-
tribution of Farm lmiplementy. The re-
port is ot of print bt Y be found
it rermionil US. Covernment Dotcuament
Depositories locuted at most major umni-
versities, Helevant pages can be photo-
copied for less than one dollar,

If the manulacturer appears to be
defunct, some information can still be
found in estunt issues of old zudebooks
such as Chilton's Farm Implement News

Bupers' Guide or Millardls Eguipanegnt
Directory. In rare cases the company
may be contacted at the old address
{ The writer récently had o letter of in-
quiry forwarded by the post office from
a forty-vear-old address to a successor
company with a different name in o dif-
ferent town.) Even il the letter to the
old address is retwrned, the only loss s
the cost of the stamp.

The old companv’s address is: impor-
tant for other reasons, however, for il
givies @ che as: o what  local Il-"lifﬂr'_\'
stuirees might be consulted. The local
historical society in the nrea of the arti-
fact’s origin citn be found i the Direc-
tory of Historical Societies and Agencies
i the United States and Candda. The
history Faculty and librarians of the
nearest college are wsually cooperative




and may be located by using un athas
and the College Blushook. Investigators
should not neglect writing the ediftor of
the Incul newspaper, the public library,
and chamber of commerce. Inquiries
should be dccompanied by u courteons
offer to pay photocopy and postage
costs,

If the artifact has 4 patent number
or patent date, a photocopy of the patent
may be secured for 4 very modest fee
from the U.S. Government Patent Office,
Washington, D.C. 20231. The Patent
Office also records trademarks but does
not offer a search service. Althongh pri-
vate firms will search out trademarks for
a fee, it may bhe preferable to create a
separate file of trademarks that need
rescarch and periodically visit the Trade
Mark Search Room.

Parts Numbers and Parts Lists
Parts numbers may be invaluable if
matching-parts catalogsues can be locat.
ed. For example, part number JE329
was only used on Averys “Joy Rider™
Cultivator No. 185A. A machine with
that part number on it would narmally
be a Joy Rider Cultivator. Many items
were made by suppliers for several man-
ufacturers (espeeially handles, wheels,
and similar fittings), so not all niimbers
are equally significant. Alsa, such num-
bers must be used judicionsly becanse a
farmer may have used a John Deere
jockey arch to repair a MeCormick-
Deering cultivator or used listers made
by Oliver Chilled Plow Company on a
planter made by J. 1. Case Plow Works.
When numerons parts numbers COnCur.
however, the identity and perhaps even
the date of the artifact may be estah-
lished. Unfortunately, parts lsts fall into
@ category that archivists discouragingly
label as “fugitive itemis” and are some-
times difficult to locate. Perhaps some-

day a clearing house will be orgarized
under the auspices of a major library
or museum to assist in locating various
catalogues und manuals, not only for
agricultural research but for other mu-
seum collections and industrial archae-
ology as well. Until that time, curators
of collections containing a large number
of agricultural artifacts will have to col
lect various documents to assist therm in
identifvirig ftemns in their collection.

Owner's Manuals and
Other Materials

Owmer’s manuals: and other printed
records can frequently be located for
artifacts made i the late nineteenth
century and after. These give invaluable
information to interpreter, conservator,
and curator alike. For an ideally docu-
mented artifact, the museum would have
on file an advertisement, sales catalogue
description, owner’s manual, shop man-
ual, parts list, historic photographs. and
oral history transeript. as well as othes
miscellaneous items.

Technical Information

While the museum’s entire audience
may not be intrigued by technical de-
tails of the machinery on exhibit. there
will be a sufficient number of “bulls™ in
many areas to justify the inclusion of a
small technical label near each major
artifact. Such labels, even if relatively
inconspicuons. will spare the staff end-
less questions. but they do require some
“homework™ hy the research staff. The
Lubbock County Museum attempts to
record the l[ollowing dat:s on each major
implement: manufacturer, date and
place of manufacture, vears in produac-
tion, related equipment ( what was used
with it). capacity (pumber of rows,
width of cat, etc. ), size (weight, hieight,
width, length in U.S. and metric), Origi-
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Donor or wvsers of eguipment often can aupply Invalusble [ofarmetion il professionally inler-
viewed, left. Advartizemeni= (rom old publicafions, avch a3 His page fraom the T86T Texos
Almanaec, offer inzight into the role of the artifact.

nal eolor{s), materal (oak;, cast irom,
ete. }, area of nse and specific location,
how obtained, (ind whether rare or come-

M.

Documenting Traclors

Few items in an agricultum! collection
are as drumatic as tractors. Their size
and power are abvious even when rest-
ing quietly in the corner of the gallery.
Because they generate special attention
and have special sources, thev must be
researched  especially carefully, Nearly
all of the docomentation mentioned
above should apply to tractors, but there
are other materials as well

Every model tractor sold in Nebraska
since 1920 has, by law, been submitte<d
to official tests. These Nebroska Test
Reports are still avidilable from the De-
partment of Agricultuml Engineering,
University of Nebreska, Lincoln, Ne-
braska 68508. For older tractors, a re-
searcher might consult The fron Men
Album or Gas Engine magazine. These
sister publications devote their attention
to the restoration of steam and internal

combustion engines respectively, and 2
major number of those engines are trac-
tors.

A museum that uses techmieal labels
such as those described above shoold
add the following information for trac-
tors: hersepower (at - _ypm), fuel
number of evlinders, displacement ( bore
and stroke), carburation, ignition, lubri-
cation, cooling, clutch, and transmission.
More important, aficionado pnd casaasl
visitor alike appreciate a good deserip-
tion of what operating a given imple-
ment "was really like” (rough, loud, tir-
imz, heavy., dusty. dangerous, ete.).

The Researcher's Goal

Research that is done well prepares a
muarvelous resource for exhibit, sometimes
inclading striking graphics. It gives the
curator an invaluable basis for evaluat-
ing artifacts as to intrinsie and repre-
sentative merit. Sometimes it assists in
preservation and is always the sine quo
non of restovation, And, ultimately, the
musenm’s audience—the general public
—is the greatest beneficiary of all.
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DATING COSTUMES:

a check list method

The dating of costumes in museum or
historical society collections is important
for several reasons. By determining the
range af a collection and the deficits
that need to be filled for certain periods.
accession guidelines can be established.
Dating may also facilitate expanded use
of a collection, as well as lead to in-
creased appreciation and understanding
of the historical development of various
modes of dress,

If a collection is used for study or re-
search, dating individual articles of
clothing in the collection is a necessity.
If costumes from the collection are ex-
hibited, dating will add to the enjoy-
ment and comprehension of those whao
view [t

By Patricia E. Horridge
Texas Tech University
Diane G. Smathers

and Diane L. Vachon
University of Kentucky

The Dating Procedure

Generally, the first step in dating is
to obtain what information is available
from the donor or lender. I the donor
personally used the artifact, the date
given for its use is probably correct.
However, if the donor did not use the
artifact, the date that he supplies for
its period of use is less likely to be ae-
curate. In either case, this informaton
should not be assumed tn be correct
without other wverification. The date
suggested by the donor. however, pro-
vides a base from which to work.

Generally, the second step for deter-
mining the date of an object is to com-
pare it with a similar object with an



established date or with other primary
sources such as paintings, sculptures,
photographs, periodicals, and news-
papers. Secondary sources such as
reputabhle reference books may also be
used in dating an artifact. The process
is to compare first the design, then the
details of constmction, the materials,
and any evidence of alteration.

In determining the date of an lis-
torical dress. one should comsider the
silhouette. neckline, bodice, sleeve,
waistline placement, and skirt as fea-
tures of the design, In comparing de-
tails of construction, one should note
closures (such as zippers, hooks and
eyves, buttons, and snaps) and their
placement. Other construction details
such as cut, machine stitching, linings,
padding, and stays should also be noted.

The materials from which any object
is made change in some wav as frequent-
v as do stvles. A dress made from
ravon could not possibly be dated earlier
thun 1910 as rayon was first produced
at this ime. A dress with needle marks
would indicate that some tvpe of alter-
ition has been made, Further investiga-
tion might reveal that the dress may
have been remade from a stvle and
fabric many vears older or it may simply
luve been let oot

A New Technigue

Althongh vsing donor information and
comparing the ecostume with primary
and  secondary sources are effective
means for determining the date of an
object, this process is often sporadic and
time-consuming. An alternate method
has been developed by the authors for
dating women’s day dresses from 15850
to 1949, By following the same pro-
cedlures, a tool for dating costume col-
lections of other perods can also be
produced: This method involves de-
veloping a check sheet which lists the

costumes’ features by times or regions.
(See papges 4 and 5.)

Development of Check Sheet

The first step in developing a check
sheet for dating is study of references
on the history of the particular tvpe of
costume. These teferences may be
books. periodicals, newspapers, and
archival materials, It is helpful to have
an idea of breakdowns (time or region)
in mind when beginning; however, it is
not absolutely necessary as these break-
downs become obvious when looking
through the references.

It is advisable to take notes as ac
curately as possible and to footnote all
references as it may be necessary (o
refer to them at another time. From this
study. design and construction featores
should be noted. The changes in these
features and the time period in which
they occur will be most important in
determining the date.

For example, almost all historical
costume references mention the inven-
tion of the sewing machine in 1546,
Anv garment with machine stitching
could not be of an earlier date. Thus
partial or total machine stitching is an
important construction feature beginning
in the 1850%.

After a study of references, a list of
features of the costume during each
period of its development should he
compiled. The next step is to compare
the features noted for each period with
costumes already accurately dated. 1F
dated exumples are not available, then
slides, paintings, photographs, prints, or
other sources may be used. If the fea-
tures of each period do not compare
with a dated example of the period, a
rechecking of references may be neces-
sary. Some discrepancies, however, may
be inherent.




Regional differences in costumes are
common, Homemade fabrics wom in
rural areas will probably be unlike the
fabrics mentioned in books and maga-
zines as fashionable at the time. If in-
formation is available on regional differ-
ences of dress, they should be noted and
included with the other features.

Now that the features of the garment,
through its development, have been
determined, preparition of the check
sheet may begin. Since several persons
may use the check sheet, it is advisable
to prepare a brief glossary that defines
terms and insures consistency.

In devising a check sheet, the major
changes that have ocourred in the his-
torical development of dress mmst be
noted. The notes taken daring the study
of references should make clear these
changes and the time or region of their
oCcCuIrTence,

The check sheet developed by the
authors for dating the costume is divided
into decades. The dedision to use de-
cades for the breakdowns was based on
the changes: that occurred in dress at
about ten-year periods. This decision
was also based om the need of the col-
lection studied.® Thus, depending on
the tvpe of garment and its intended
use, the date needed may be more or
less exact than that chosen by the
authors.

Once the breakdowns for the check
sheet are determmined, the features under
each period should be listed. These
features should be categorized. For the
check sheet developed by the authors,
there were nine calegories which were
appropriate to dress. (See check sheet, )
These were: silhouette, bodice, neck-
line and collur, sleeve, waistline, bodice
construction, skirt, skirt construction, and
popular fabrics and trims. The earlier
study of references had indicated that
Features within these categories would
maost likely determime the date of the

dress. Organization of the check sheet
into categories simply facilitates study
of the garments during the dating proc-
ess,
Those who use the check sheet should
first look it and the glossary over in
order to familiarize themselves with
them. Then the costume should be
examined. and the daters shonld check
ort the check sheet each feature which
they observe it to have.

It is imporiant when observing the
costume that its form not be distorted
in any way. For example, until the date
of & garment is decided upon, the proper
supports { hoops or bastle) cannot be

accurately determined. Thus it is better

to place the garment on a hanger rather
than risk distorting its silhovette and
causing misinterpretation of the date,
{ See photographs on page 6.)

After the features have been checked,
the number of checks in each period
should he tallied. The period with a
majority of checks should reveal the
time or region of the garment.

When the date of a garment is par-
ticularly difficult to establish, resources
are available to lend assistunce. Both
the Smithsonian Institution and Metro-
palitan Museum of Art will date gar-
ments. Color slides of garment front,
back, and inside construction should be
sent to the curator of costumes along
with closeups of details. (See photo-
graphs. ) A period of four to six weeks
is required to complete the dating and
return the slides,

*The collection used in the development of
the chieck: sheet B the Betty . Eastin Hix-
torical Costiome Collection at the University of
Kentucky., The Eastin Collection, which was
begun in 1973 and pow conteins over 4 Hiou-
samd articles, s nsed prmarily by students in
historic costine classes. For this reasom, the
date of garment within a ten-vear period is
necded.




Check Sheet i dating day dresses, 1850-1949

Examine check sheet and glossary to establish familisrity with the tools

inspect garment, determine  s|l-

houette, and check the appropriate silhouetbe in each docade it coccurs. Then check additional fealures bul

oy

indicate the date of the dmess Asterisks indicate phrases defined in the glossary.
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Day Dress
Dated
1900-1909

Froml and Gack views, mside podice, and garment modeled with proper foundations. in using the check
sheet, check all features, begpinming with the sifhouette, as follows: libular skirt with fulip-shaped - s5il-

Bousits, 1900.1309 and 1990-1939 [=fiminate |latter due fto messing square shoulder Bng and . incormect . Skirt i
length amg construcliand pouter pigeon bodice, 1900-1202 snd 1910-181% {surpiice bDodice could be checked

if slibouette did not indicate IS00-1908): high collar neckiine, 190-150% =nd any date from 1860 1o 191%
(onmly 1900-1909 is also supported by silhoualle and bodice features); long sleeves with cuffs, 19051909 and
19101919 {1510-1319 is not supporied by silhouslle and bodice Features); slight dip In frenlt walstiine and
sashed, 1%00-190%; snd ulip-shaped skirl wilh slighl train, 1900-15309.

Dated 1850-1859

J

Fronl and back views and inside bodice. Dome sKirt with fitted bodice and small waist silhouwsiie, 1850
1853 and 18:0-1863; jacket bodice with peplum, 1850-1B59, 1870-1879, and 1880-I38% (Ethe |ast two can be
eliminated because they had bgsile gkirl silhousti=a): |(ewel peckiine, 1E50-1E5% pepode sleeves, 1BS0-18%5;
and pointed fromt waisihine; FASD-I259.




GLOSSARY for Day Dress
Check Sheet

Silhouette

Bustle Skirt Silhouette—a skirt shape which
when viewed in profile shows much back
Tullness,

Dome Skirt Silhouette—s  skirt shape which
when viewed in profile has o bell shape or
fullieess eopually in front and bhack

Tubular Skirt Sithouette—a skirt shape which
when viewed in profile has a evlindrical
shape,

Bodice

Boned—stays, wsnally made of whalebone, in-
sertedd in the bodice for shaping

Cuirass  Bodice—a  hip-length bodice  wvery
tigshtly fitted to the body with no waistline
sesun, usually with a front butbon closure.

Fitted Bodice—a hodice shaped o closely fit
the wenrer. This Hght H &  sometmes
achieved by bouing.

Jaeket Bodice—a bodice which is separate from
}Tm skirt amdl whiel shps on, then fastens in
roml

Feplumi—dori-like attachment to 2 hodice ex-
tending to about the hips.

Plain - Bodice—a semi-Btted  bodice  without
added ormamentation or special construction
Features,

Polonaise Bodice—hodice with cide drapery
creating guff st the hips.

Pouter ligeows Duilicw—y  [aslive with exrra
front fullness cresting o large-busted  of-
bect. The tullaess is wsually in the form of
gathers at bottom of the hodice Font,

Semi-fitted Bodice—a bodice which closshe fol-
lows and reveals the bodv’s comtouss but is
not tight or Boned,

Shirt Bodice—a bodice which has a collar and
placket  front, similar to a man's shirt,

Soft Blouse Bodice—a bodice which fits loosely
withont hiding the shape of the body.

Straight Bodice—a bodice with no coutours,
gnthers, or durts which emphasizes o straight
tiee from shoulder o hip.

Sorplice Bodice—a hodice which forms a V-
neck, cmssing. ane side of the bodice over
the other side.

Fouave Bodice—a walst-lengih loose jacket
bedice with brawd trim sround bodice and
sleeve  edges.

Neckline and Collar

Cow] Neckline—a neckline with soft folds ex-
tending across the upper bodiie near the
neck

Peter Pan Collar—s roumdd collar attached o a
remimd - neckline.

Sleeve
Bell Sleeve—a sleeve which Hares at its hem
creating & bel shape:

Dobman  Sleeve—a varation of the kimono
steevie in which the sleeve does not Bt
elossly 1o the pndersrm buat extends ot
wing-like rom the bodice @de,

Kimono Sleeve—a sleeve which iz oot in ome
with the bodice instead of belng attached
to 3k,

Leg-of-Muttom  Sleeve—n  sleeve with  great
fullpess at the top, taperine to o fitted sleeve
on the lower arm.

Pagnda Sleeve—a sleeve in o bell or Bured
shape with a wide uncufled hem.

Raglan Sleeve—a slesve which is joined to the
bodice by a slmting seam extending from
the mmderarm o the neck.

Set-tn Sleeve—za slesve smoothly sewn into a
round armbole withont gethers or puckers:

Waistline

Inner Waldthand—a separste waisthand, osually
& twill bipe, attached st the inside back of
s gnrment. It has a2 font hook ond eyve
clisure.

MNatural Waistline—a waistline at the troe waist.
1# may or may nwof be indicated by a seam.

Skirt

Draped—decmative folds in- @ garment created
by intorporating extra Fsbhric into the design,

Faced hem—a hem created by sewing on o
piene of Fabrie, in the same shape a2 the
hem, and tumning it op.

Flounces—muflles of gathered fabric or lace.

Codet Pleats—triangular shaped gores inserted
into slits in the slart for fallness.

CGores—skirt picces. or scctioms, cul narmower at
the top than at the hem so that the skirt
when sewn together fits smoothly over the
hips and ta the waise.

Imner Tapes—io confrol shape of bustle. Cloth
tapes. sewn to: the inside back of the skirt

ich He & regulate height or width of
bustie.

Owerskirt andd Undeskirt—an upper skirt raised
ar split to reveal @ second skirt of the same
or contrasting fabric. The same effect may
be uchieved by imming one skirt to look
ke two.

Scalloped Hem—a hem with half circles form-
ihg an uneven, mther than straight, edgpe.
Tiered—two or more Iovers: of fabric or

founces, one ahove the other.

Tulip-Shaped Skirt—a tubuler skirt sllhouette
with flare at the bottom giving the efect
af an inverted tulip.

Popular Fabrics and Trims

Eyvelet Embroidery—small holes around which
a buttrmliol sttch is usoally worked.

Seersucker—a fubrc with altomating packered
and nnpuckered stripes.

Tarntan—plaids a=ociated with Scoottish clans,




-

Conclusion

Dating of costumes in small museums
and historical societies is necessary to
give collections their utmost historical
value. This process, however, usually
requires much time on the part of the
museum staff. Although it is time con-
suming to develop, implementation of a
check sheet will reduce time spent in
dating. Knowledge of the history of
costumes and of dating procedures is
less important when using the check
sheet. Since volunteers will be able to
date objects by using a check sheet, its
development could aid in promoting
commumity interest in the collection.

Further Reading

Amold, Janet. A Handbook of Costume.
estfield, Massachusetts: 5. G. Phil-
lips, Inc., 1974,

Amold, Janet. Patterns of Fashion Vol
I and 2. New York: Drama Book
Specialists, 1972,

Bradfield, Nancv. Costume in Detail
Boston: Plavs Inc., 1973,

Cunnington, C. Willett. English
Women's Clothing in the Nineteenth
Century. London: Faber. 1973,

Cunnington, C. Willett and Phyllis Cun-
nington. Handbook of English Cos-
tume in the Eighteenth Century. Lon-
don: Faber, 1957.

Mansheld, Allan and Phyllis Cunnington.
Handbook of English Costume in the
Twentieth Century. Boston: Plays,
Inc., 1973.

Waugh, Norah. The Cut of Men's
Clothes 1600-1930. New York: Theatre
Arts Book, 1975,

Wangh, Norah. The Cut of Women's
Clothes 1600-1930. New York: Theatre
Arte Book, 1475

Editor's Note:

This checklist method has been validated twioe
with two groups of students: Accuracy within
one decade was 896 per cent in one experiment
and 80 per cent in the other,
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Local History Manuscripts:
Sources, Uses, and Preservation

By Nancy Sallh
National Historical Publications
artd Records Services

What is a manuscript? The Society of
American Archivists’ Glossary for Archivists.
Manuseript Cuaratars. and Records Managers,
published in 1974, which contains standard
terminalogy for the profession. defines a
manuscript as, ~a handwritten or typed
document, including a letterpress or carbon
copy. A mechanically produced form completed
in handwriting or typescripl is also considered a
manuscript.” And vet, when most of us use the
word "manuscript.” as when we refer to a
“manuscTipt curator,” or-a Tmanscript
collection,” we often confer a broader meaning
on the word than “handwritten or typed
document.” A couple of summers ago a student
intern called a local historical society in the
upper Midwest 1o solict information on
archives and manuscript holdings for the
NHPRC's directory of repositories, The lady at
the other end of the line said she wasn't sure of
all the specific kinds of manuscript materials
they were bryving to acquire at the moment, bul
she did know that first on the list was a stuffed
beaver!

We hope this same sort of conjusion does not
prevail among readers of this leaflet, but it

winild make sense tir say al the outset that this
leatlet is mot going to contine itself 1o.a
discussion of manuscript materials in the
narrowest, SAA glossary sense. Rather, it will
cover historical documents, e unique pieces
ol primary source material, regardless of
medium. They include traditional manuscript
items, such 2= correspondence, diaries, ledpers,
and logbooks. as well as other materials —oral
fustory tapes and transcripts, photographs,
machine-readable computer tape Hies, and
original non-commercial motion pictures, such
as Lincle Joe's home mowvies of the big fire on
Second El:r'msi.

The word document has its root in the Latin
word “docere,” to teach, and this is precisely
what these materials do. They teach us and. like
a good teacher, lead us hurther into ourselves
and into an understanding of the small local
worlds from which we all have come, IL is from
individuals living in local invironments, be
those environments 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
or 4 one-room schoolteacher’s howse over the
second hill past the big clump of trees, that
these clues to our present and our past have
COTHE.

AASLH Tevioncel Leafler 1S
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In writing this paper, the problem was how to
detine the ditterence between a histoncal
document, a material culiure object, a printed
work, and 3 work of art, Let us take a wall
with five commercially reproduced copies of old
photopraphs. one printed calendar, two
reproductions of 18th-century manuseript
rebuses, two posters, one of which is a
reproduction of a hand-drawn map. one ERA
wighl button, hand-lettered, but produced in
bulk, one cardboard 78 rpm phonograph record
cover with-a photo of evangelist Juck Coe
embossed on its surface. and one historical
document that used to be a material culure
object untl Emnest Waork's mother<in-law got
hold of it. Around 1925 she bought a
commercially produced birthday greeting
bookmark. then pasted an original photograph
of her son-in-law, Ermest, on the front, just
underneath the parrot, and wrote on the back in
her own handwriting to her daughter: “Edith,
With best love and all good wishes for a happy
birthday. Mother.™

This ubject Is not made a historical document
because it relates to a famous or noteworthy
person. although Work was well-known during
the 1930 lor his role in establishing the
educational system in Ethiopia. nor because it is
old, por because it is “important.” It is a plece
of trivia, really, BUT, it Is unique, It Is original,
it was no! produced deliberately to be a
“creative” product. as are paintings, and,
secondarily. it was the result of individual
human activity. It s this uniqueness and
originality that it from all other
ohjects on the wall. And while it is like them in
being a material colture object, a printed work,
and perhaps, if we stretch things a hit, even a
work ol art, the imtervention at one Hme and in
ome place of Ernest Work's mothes-in-law with
her pen and paot of paste has transformed this
humble little object into a genuine, stupendous,
100 per cent authentic bistorical document. In
either collecting or using historical documents
having a clear sense of what makes them
different from other tvpes of historical materials
can enable us to more fully appredate thelr
value, as well as what they can and cannot tell
us about the past.

How then have historical documents been
created? By whom? When? What activities do
they document? What don't they docament?
And whom don't they document? Every day.
gach of us is in the business of creating
historical documents. Many of these are
generated in the course of work, The records of
organirations and institutions in which perzons
are emploved are a potential archives. So are
the records of professional organizations. such

e

as the AASLH. Churches, political-action
groups, and recreation organizations. all of
these keep records, if only the minutes of
meetings, and all of these records are potential
historical docoments. Individuals are alsa the
creators of historical docaments. The
photographs that are taken at family gatherings.
family letters, personal diaries, oral history
tapes of local old-tmers—all these are historical
documents too, And so are sume of the
unlikelier sources: a silent documentary film of
a botanical expedition to the mountainous
uplands of the lrrawaddy River, a bospital’s
medical records on its patients, or the case tiles
of a lawyer's office, In short, the potential
supply of this material is endless!

Take a look at = typical lscal setting and see
what the potential for thw oeation of historical
records is. Let us take a typecal small college
town in western Penmsylvania. It has a local
historical society and, in addition, is the seat of
county governmentl. The population is in Lhe
neighborhood of 15000, and it has been swelled
recently by the expansion ol the college into a
state university . But, nevertheless, the
community is still representative of the sort of
situation in which many local institutions
collecting historical documents may find
themselves,

What, then, are the potential sources of
snaterial in a community of Lthis lype? First,
there are. of eowrse, Individuals. These range
from the town's first families. who have lived
there since the early 1800s, to the Latest arrival.
a doctor born and reared in Thailand and
educated in Boston. There are peopile of diverse
occupations, ethnic backgroands, levels of
education, and ability 1o generate historical
documents. The first families, for example. may
well have kept generations of family
correspondence, photographs, finandial records
of former family businesses, and the like. The
Thai physician may have kept a journal
describing his experiences as an immigrant
coming to the United States, as well as letters
from his native country that could be used for
studying the history of that area. But there are
athers who won't have this sort of
documentation. And while oral histories, such
as the programs developed by Elior Wigeginton
of Foxfire fame. can be used to document the
lives of somu individuals, there are other types
of documents that this small town s ereating
that will tell about the individuals who have left
no personal record.

There are government records, both county

and local. Wills, deeds. tax and voler lists,
school district records, justice of the peace

—
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records, courd records, local welfare records,
ledgers of the 19th-century poor tarm and the
orphan asvlum, all these are sources tor the
study of the focality. In many cases these
materials are still being actively used by the
creating agencies. In others. they may have been
placed in cold storage, and in still others, they
may be rotting somewhere because the
appropriate local officials have hittle sense of
their historical signiHocanoe,

Then there are the local businesses, The coal
company, for example, keeps personnel tiles on
each employee, as well as health records. that
can enable us to develop a composite pictore of
this segment of local soctety. Inventories of
local merchanis can help us determine whal
patterns of taste and consumption prevailed in
communities at a particular period. Records of
the local farm equipment dealer enable us to see
how the agriculiural sector in the county has
been declining over the past twenty years,
Business correspondence places the local
business community in a broader perspective. as
letters document dealings with agents.
conglomerates, and suppliers over a broader
grographical area. It s by the study of the
miicrocosm of individual localities that the
eveonomic history of an entire region s wrilten.,

In addition to individual, government, and
business records, towns generate reconds of
organizatibns. There are churches—Prisby-
terian. Methodist, Roman Catholic, Jewish,
Unitarian, Mentecostal. There are
organizations—men's service organizations like
Rotary and the Lions, the YMCA, Girl Scouts
and Boy Scouts, various Masonic orders. two
country clubs, private social and literary clubs,
ethnic groups like the Sons of laly, and a
Chamber of Commerce. All of them generate
records of potential historical significance thal
can tell us things about social association
patterns, lines of local authority, decision
making patterns, elitism, and similar topics.
Likewise, the records of the local political party
organizations, when used in conjunction with
government and voting records, can enable us

F-= -‘I.-_. .
R

tor ses just how and why particular candidates
were elected and what their conception of
government for the community was.

And, Hnally, there are institutions, The local
university, because of its direct involvement
both as an employer and educator of jocal
citizens, has much impact on the history of the
area. Its records range from the minutes of the
Faculty senate, which can be used in conjunction
with political and organization records to
determine the locus of local power, to student
term papers on local historical topics. The
physical impact ol the university on the town
can be studied by examining master plans and
architectural drawings of campus buildings. The
study of architectural materials-in general,
regardless of the source of their creation, can
assist us in developing historic preservation
programe and stimulate general community
imvolvement n local history. Other institutions,
such as hospitals. orphanages. and even animal
shelters, create records, such as case files, health
statistics, and placement records, that enable us
to pnderstand the role of these activities in the
focal community, Although individuals” nghis o
privacy may limil our access to certain types of
materials, at least for a certain amount of time,
it is. nevertheless trise that their altimate utility
for the study of history, and particularly of
people not documented by more traditional
imdividually created sources, merits their
comsideration for preservation.

MNot all of these sources will exast tor every
community. Different types of organizations
and sources of doecumentary materials will be
found in different regions of the country. Just as
important as an awareness of which individuals
and institutions in local communities have
created materials is an awareness of what
organizations on a regional, state, and national
level may also be generating histonical records
relating 1o our own local history. United States
census manuscripts. for example, have been a
favorite hunting ground of genealogists for
years, but as contem studies of local
history, beginning back in 1959 with Merle
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Curti's analysis of 19%th-century Trempealeau
County, Wisconsin, have shown, they are gold
mines of information on local history as well,
Other United States government records, such
as those of the Bureau of Indian Abfirs, the
Forest Service, and espedially the LS.
Geological Survey’s maps and aerial
photographs, cover a wide range of local
subjects.

Corporate records of national firms, such as
1BM or the Insurance Company of North
Amuerica, both of which incidentally have active
archives programs, can be used to study the
impact of these companies on the local areas in
which their facilities are located, Other national
organizations whase local components’ records
we have already discussed, often make a policy
that filters down to the local level. affecting
activities. and individueals there, Just as local
organizations’ files may hold letters received
from national officials. so may national
organizations’ Hies hold letters seat from the
local agency

Regional, state, and other local organizations
and agencies often create or receive records
relating to a wide variety of different localities.
Public power district records in the Pacific
MNorthwest, for example, which have been the
tocus of an NHPRCHunded study over the past
two years, contain not only information on the
operation of the districts themselves, usually at
the county or regional level, but also such local
history documents as aerial photographs of the
districts, photographs of personnel, and
blographical data on individoal emplovees
Legistators” case tiles contam letters from
conshituents detailing particular msues of local
concern o them. Chaplers of organizations in
neighboring communities or counties mav hold
materials relating o cooperative activities
between them and their neighboring chapters. In
short, the possible sources for the creation of
historical documents ks endless.

e e ————

Bear in mind, however, that different periods
of history have created different types ol
materials which often have very different uses.
In studwing colonial history, lor example, it s
more logical to tum to local church and
government records than to records of
organizations, simply because organizations, be
they the Sons of Temperance or the Daughiers:
af the American Revolution, are largely 19th-
and 20th-century creations On the other hand.
prior to the ad use ot the teiephone, it
was far more common For individuals to
communicate personally by writing than it is
today, Photographs and their immediate
predecessors—the tintypes, calotypes, and
daguerrrotypes—simply didn't exist beture the
1840s, while it wasn't until the 1890« that
photography made its way out of the studio and
into the hands of amateurs throughout the
country. Motion pictures, such as
documentaries and home movies, are a 20th-
century phenomenon. In asking why local
historians have not! been able to document a
particular activity or why emphasis is placed on
certain areas of research rather than others, we
must always ask ourselves if the sources are
indeed available that will give us the answers to
our questions,

Chviously, there is no dearth of potential
creators of historical documents relating to local
history. The néxt question, then, must be who
coliects local history materials and how we, as
reseatchers and administrators alike. can find
oul what documents exist where. When many
perople think of local history, they think of a
local historical society. Often organized at the
county level, local historical societies can also
focus, az does the Chicapo Historical Society,
vin the history of a particular urban area or on
the history of a region, -as does the Chilkatl
Valley Historical Society in Alaska. Usually
they collect materials relating to a parricular
locality,: althowgh some. such as those in major
metropalitan conters, will, because of the
interaction of the area with the mainstream of
national life, have materials of national
importance and scope as well. Local historical
societies vary in the services they offer to their
users. In fact, in some areac they ars open
periaps only one or two days a month, 1t is
evident, bowever, judging from the responses to
the NHIPRC survey of repositories hor its
Dhrectory of Arclroes avid Manuscrpt
Repositories, that local historical societies ane
second only to university libraries as institutions
that collect archives and manuscapt materials.

Il Tocal historical societies are the most Togical
place to tind local history materials, they are

-~
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not the only soarce. Corporate archives often
contain business and personal records relating to
the particular communities in which their
operations were based. Although there are fewer
than one hundred organized archives in this
country sponsored by business Firms, other
business records have found their way into such
litsrartfes as the Baker Business Library at
Harvard and the Eleutherian Mills Historical
Library in Delaware. Local historical societies
often hold records of particular local businesses.

Federal agencies are another likely source of
local history inlormation. The National
Archives and its regional branches contain
apency records, census records, and other
materials dealing with specific localities. The
regional obhices and individual national foresi
oftices of thi Forest Service in the Department
ot Agriculfure often have active historical
programs relating to the region in which the
particular forest is located. Likewise, the
National Park Service's parks, monuments, and
historic sites have document collections relating
to the particular regions they serve.

Local government units, such as county
clerks’ offices, are both creators and custodians
of local history documents. Local government
archives have been created in a few
metropolitan areas, such as Philadelphia. and
many sfate archiyves have active programs for
microfilming and accessioning local government
records. Other local government records,
especially from the 19th century, have found
their way into private institutions. saoch as
historical societies and |ocal college and
university libraries. The vast majority of local
povernment records, however. remain with the
agency of their creation.

Medical mstitutions are an often onthought of
soprce of local history materials. Ninteenth-
century medical history in Philadeiphia, for
example, can be sfudied by a visit to the
Pennsylvania Hospital Institute Medical Library,
which has over 110 linear feet of hospital
admission records, case histories. and materials
relating to Thomas S. Kirkbride, tounder of the
institute, Hospitals often have collections
relating to their history and that of the
communities around them, and the astute
researcher will tully exploit this source,

Many local histonical societies operate
museams, and these, as well as other museums,
historic sites, restored houses, and other
restorations, contain a variety of documents
relating to the history of their localities, Public
librraries, along with local museums and
historical societies, often maintain either casuaal
or active collecting programs relating to local
history. The Martin Luther King Library in the

District of Columbia, for example, has a
Washingtoniana collection, featuring a variety
ot documents relating to all aspects of the
District’s history. Smaller public libraries may
hold only an isolated document or two, bul
they are still potential resources for the
researcher.

Organizations and institutions are another
research source. Many national organizations;
such as the Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts, the
American Association ol Universily Women,
and the Grange: maintain archival programs,
Including documentation ol local actHvities, in
their national offices. Most major religious
denominations have historical and archival
programs: The Presbyterian Historical Society,
for example, encourages local congregations to
deposit their non-current records at the society’s
headquarters in Philadelphia. Local archival
programs are albo underway. With NHPRC
support such a program was recently intiated
by the Archdiocese ol Boston and contains not
only Archdiocesan administrative files, but also
records of loval parishes and congregations.
Some local churches have historical programs of
their own,

Special mention should be paid here to the
active microfilming program sponsored by the
Genealogical Departmient of the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints. Local records in the
statés have been microtilmed by special leams
sent out by the church, and in addition to being
deposited in the department s headguarters in
Salt Lake City. they are often depositd in the
archives of each state as well.
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State archives often undertake microfilming
programs of their own for local records, and. in
soine cases, records of local government
aprncies are-actually accessioned into the
archives, Other state depariments, such as staty
bbraries and museums, may collect manuscript
materials pertaining to local regions. The Drake
Well Museum in Titusville, Pennsyivania, for
example, documents the history of the oil
industry, including the communilies it spawned,
in northwestern Pennsylvania. State historical
sucicties, since their collecting policies generally
encompass all materials within a particular
stale, are pnusopally bertile sources for local
history documents. Some states, such as
Minnesota, Wisconsin, and Ohio, have nelwiork
systems of regional repositories coordinated by
the central society that focus on collecting
materials of a local natare,

College and university libraries and archives
are an additional source of liscal histurical
documentary material. Memphis State
University in Tennessee, tor example, has a
Mississippi Valley Collection of materials
relating to the Memphis area, while the
University of Pittsburgh’s Archives ot Industrial
Society locuses on the history of the industrial
region of western Pennsylvania. College
archives contain materials documenting the
impact of the institution on the community. as
well as personal paper collections of faculty
members. administrators, and alumnl. many ol
whom may have been active in local atfairs.

Since local history matenials may be toand in
such a wide variety of repositories, it is
necessary for the potential researcher, or the
historical adminstrator trying 10 learn which
agencies hold materials relating to his or her
own, e have ready access o information abodl
inshitutione and their holdings, For many vears,
researchers have relied on the National
Historical Publications and Records
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Commission's Guade to Arcliuves and
Maomuscripts i the United States, published in
1961, and the National Union Catalog of
Marnuseript Collevtions, isseed annually since
1959 by the Library of Congress, as their chiel
sources of Information. Unfortunately, the
listings of these wo publications are tar from
complete. The Guide. for example, includes
references o 1,287 archives and mano<cript
repusitories, while NUCMC contains individual
enties for about one thousand institutions. Al
vet, we know trom lovoking at such excellent
institutional directories as those published by
the American Library Association, the American
Association of Museums, and the AASLH that
the potential number of repositories of historical
docizments is much higher.

In order 1o solve this problem ol user access,
the Mational Historical TPublications and Records
Commitsion Is working on a data base of
information on all tvpes of repusitionres ol
historical documents and their holdings, The
first publication resulting from this data base,
the Directory of Arclives swd Maserip
Repositories has been published by the National
Archives and lists-summary information an
approximately’ 3,250 repositories of historical
decuments, ranging from the National Archives
itsell to the Washington County Historical
Society in Fayetteville, Arkanses. Information
for the directory was complled by a mail survey
sent to over eleven thousand potential
repositories of historical documents and from
NHPRC s extensive bibliographic tiles. whose
infurmalion was used to supplement that
gathered on the survey forms. Individual entries
are arranged by state, city, and the name ol
repository and contain suck information as the
institution’s acquistions pulicy, its days and
hours of service, and a narrative description ol
the general nature of its holdings. Extensive
bibliographic references supplement the
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descriptivns as do paragraphs preceding each
stale's entries descrilving lits lscal records
program. The volume is {ully indexed and also
includes special lists of repositories by type,
Local historical societies compose the most
lregquently lsted category with 571 of them
being present. This fgure alone showld provide
an idea of the potential of the directory as a
resource for the shudy of local history,

The directory, however. Is onlv the beginning
of a much larger project to collect and
disseminate mlormatiom on histerical source
materials m the Lnited Stales. The conmmifssion’s
plans call For the incorporation of data on
individual eollections and record groups, and at
the present time several copperative projects in
sich states as Washington. Kentucky, and New
York are engaged in surveying and gathering
this type of information,. Because of the
capabilities of the SPINDEX compuler program
package that NHPRC is using, the project is
capable of generating not only one massive
national guide publication, but also mone
specialized publications or even just simple
printoots to individual states, repositories,
subjects, vr types of records. All aspects of the
project utiliee electronic data processing
technigues, frism inital entry of dats wsing a
magnctic tape-typewriter device o the binal
composition and printing of the volumes
them<elver by means ol a sophisticared =t o)
computer programs called interface programs,
which correlate the computer data files with the
viswal compesition réguircments needed to
produce a printed book . The significance that
this project bas fur the study of local history is
teemendous, . bor not only will researchers have
greatly improved access o the raw materials of
history, bul lical historical organizathons
themselves will be in a better position bo know
which other agencies m their region have similar
collecting patterns and programs, This sessdual
elbect ol Improved inter-instibg ivonal
couperation s one o the results hoped for
when, hor the first e, diverse eollecting
apencies find that they do msd exisl in Bsolathon
in the local setting:

The stage. then, is set for the next question.
Once we know who the creators of local history
documentz are. what types of records they have
created. and where to go to dé research in these
materials, what kinds of research and other uses
can be made of them? What can we learn about
local history from stodying historical
documents?

Before about 1960, local history was seen as
primarily the provinee of antiquarians,
chroniclers, if you like, who were content. as in
the numerons 19th-century county histories, to
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list an area’s noteworthy events, amd, along
with biographies of local luminaries. call the
resulting publication an example of local
history. Aside from extolling the virtues of the
founding fathers, however, these histories,
contained little interpretation or analysis and
tended to give the impression that the particular
community invalved had little or nothing in
comman with its neighbors, who were usually
not discussed.

Perhaps the biggest breakthrough came with
the WPA's Historical Records Survey during the
1930s. As a result of the efforts of survey leams
dispatched throughout the various counties in
most of the states and the publication of guides
le a few states in which surveving was
completed, not only did many historians
become aware for the first time of the diversity
of resources that existed at the local level, but
local records were in etfect legitimized by being
made the focus of a lederal governmend

)

Subsequent years have seen the proliferation
of resources, such as microfilm copies of the
United States census, for the study of local
history, as well as a new interest on the part of
a younger generation of scholars in examining
the local government. Lip to the early decades
of the 20th century, the small town or semi-
rural community was the basic form of social
organization experienced by most Americans.
Moreaver. by studying the microcosm of the
local community, scholars can test many of the
theses on social and economic behavior
postulated over the vears by historical theorists,
Testing of the Turner thesis on the frontier, for
example, was the ostensible purpose of Merle
Curti's The Making of an American
Community, publiched in 1959, which was a
forerunner of many contemporary studies into
the nature of 19th-century commumnity life.
Other community studies on colonial localities
such as those of Locknidge, Greven, and
Zuckerman, try to relate pre-Revolutionary life
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to social patterns extant in England during the
same period and to explain 17th- and 18th-
century social and political behavior in terms of
the actual life of the times. An excellent
surnmary of much of this new research, David
. Russo’'s Famities wrrd Communities, was
published by the AASLH in 1974.

There are, however, other things that we can
learn from local history materials and other uses
for these materials besides scholarly historical
research. Architectural records are one of the
more neglected forms of historical
documentation. Indeed. until the Committee for
the Preservation of Architectural Records
recrived funding in 1976 from the National
Endowment for the Humanities to begin a
program of comprehensive surveying in this
Field, little systematic attention had been paid to

these materials as a form of historical document.

It is perhaps to the field of historic preservation
that we owe most of the credit for developing
this comparatively new feld of historical
documentation. Architectural records come in
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many Forms, shapes, sizes, and media, and their
uses are as diverse. Building plans, for example,
provide the chiel source of imformation for
structural renovation of exsting structures, and
even if a plan of the exact building in question
is not available, the stuydy of similar structural
plans can assist the restorationist in arriving at a
conclusion on the style and construction of 3
particular era. Account books of contractors
and architectural firms can be used to determine
specifications, materials, paint colors, and other
construction details. An ¢valpation of city
building and zoning records gives us an idea of
what alterations have occurred 1o a particular
property and can also be usetul in dating an
otherwise chronologically indistinct structure.
The study of city directories enables us 1o see
what uses particular structures at certain
addresses had and, used in conjunction with
plats and other charts and maps such as those
of census enumerators’ districts, facilitates the
reconstruction of neighborhood demographic
patterns. In those cases where the records of
individual architectural firms, especially those
operating in a particular geographical area, are
still extant, it is possible to trace the careers of
individual architects, as well as the impact of a
particular architectural styvle on a community,

A second important use tor local hstbry
documents bs simply to stimulate individual
pride and consciousmess of the local
environment. The Georgia Department of
Archives and History s currently conducting,
with NEH funding, a “Vanishing CGeorgla”
program for historie phatographs. A mobile unit
visits the county seat of each of Georgia's
counties and, while there, solicits photographs
will hald by Individual citizens. The
phutographs are copiml, and the copies are
placed m the state archives: the originals are
returmed to thelr owners. Such g program not
waly stimulates the interest of individuals in
their community’'s past, bul draws on the
individual as a resource person to provide
identibication of the subject matter of the
pictures. Such photographs are then used a5
part of a curmcolum package tor local sehoaols,
anuther potential user of local history
doecuments.,

Many educatirs are finding that a student's
interest in history. particularly at the high
school and beginning college levels, s stimulated
by the uee of primary source materials drawn
trom either the local community or fromm the
student’s own background. Some mstruciors,
such as Elint Wigginton who pioneered in the
study of local Appalachian culture with his
students at the Foxfire School in Rabun Gap,
Georgia, are finding that students are eager o
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create their own local history materials and,
armed with camera and portable tape recorder,
are capable of creating Jocumentation of
Individuals whose lives are without the more
traditional literary records. Wigginton's program
has been copied throughout the country, and
such publications as The Salt Book. which deals
with seacoast life in Maine, are evidence that
this approach is successtul from the perspective
of the student, the teacher, the subject ol the
rescarch, and the general public who reads the
final product.

Although the Root: phenomenon has become
siimewhat of a cliche, it is certain that in a
rapidily changing and at times alienating society
involvement with local history and one’s own
Orgins in the community can do much to
stimulate a sense of self-worth and ocollective
pride at the same time. Too often our judgments
of the past are based on stervolypes and
ht:l.r:i-ay: the !nt'ud"" wt bocal h'r:-h.‘-r}' 15 AL wWay ol
determining what truly was the lot of our
ancestors and predecessors, Only by knowing
from whence we have come can we have any
real idea about where we are going,

Despite the apparent staplicits of the
sitoation, it is also clear that i we are o
contmise to develop programs in this countrey
relating to local history and its doouments, we
peed 1o address ourselves to some basic
problems in the field. One of the most serious
of these 15 preservation. At a tederally
sponsored conference an energy and cultural
institutions held in Washington, representatives
of various organizations, such as the American
Association of Museums, as well as of funding
apencies, met Lo discuss the implications of
national and state energy policies, energy
cutbacks, and similar matters. and what: o anv.
lobbying and other pressure activities could be
used o make lewislators aware of the needs of
the cultural community. There was nothing
wrong with such objoctives, but it was striking
that most people present assumed that
institutions already had the energy-using
equipment—air conditioning, humidity conteol,
and the like —essential for preservation of their
boddings. This, however, Iriim the expenience ol
NHPRC, is simply not the case: and the small
local historical society is offen in need of the
most basic equipment essential tor the
priservation of ils collections. Therne are some
historical societies in northern parts of the
country, fur example. that simply close their
doors during the winter. The reason—they have
niv heat. Needless to say, they have no humidity
control, noe asir conditioning, no security
systems, and perhaps, as was the case with vne
local historical society in Massachusetis, no

water or electncity either. Given conditions
such as these. it is surprising that many
collections at the local level are in as gowod a
condition as Il'llry e

Even il the institiution has some o] the basic
Facilities, such as heat and atr conditioning, it =
leas likely 1o have any trained statf member
who can perform the clementary conservation
and preservation steps necessary bor resolution
il even the most glementary problems.
Commercial restorativon shops, such as the New
England Document Conservation Cenber, are
tew and far between and are simply unavailable
in some parts of the country, although special
arrangements can sodmetimes be made with an
appropriate state historical sociely orarchives.
Moreover, preservation costs money, a
commaodity often in short supply in socwties
with tewer than tive hundred members,

There is no gquick and vasy solution to the
problem, Funding agencies such as the NHPRC
and the NEH are simply unable to meet the
needs of all: nor should they be expected to do
g0, Some special training programs, such as that
cunducted by the Minnesota Hisrorical Society
for local historical society personnel. are
atternpting o alleviate the siteation, and we can
hope the success of this and other training
methods, such as basic workshops and reference
bodks; will eventually lead Lo & resnlution of
the problem.

Physical preservation, however, is only one
problem. Another, which is closely related, is
that of admimstration and access. Many
institutions holding materals relating o local
history are staffed by non-professional
volunteers, and even those, such as public
libraries that have professional staff| often do
not have a person specifically traiped in archives
and manuscripts. Too alten, as is elear from
surveyving done at the NHPRC. historical
documenis and other primary source materials
are seen as being incidental to an istitution’s
wther holdings, administrative stepchildren; as
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it were, and do not receive essential financial or
staff support, Security arrangements in such
repositories are sometimes woefully lacking as
are proper storage Facilities for the material.

Local history materials are, then, too uiten
tound in a “Catch-22" situation, If no institution
decidis to collect them and make them available
to users, they are probably in danger of
ultimate phvsical destruction and will never be
able to tell reseachers anything about the past,
And yet, even if they do lind their way into an
institution, there is still no guaranter that proper
preservation procedures will be followed and
that they will be there 150 years from now hor
our great-grandchildren’s enlightenment.
Mireover, will the same level of interest be
maintained in local materials il they are
removed from the immediate site of their
creation to the fairly anonymous, bul physically
soumnd, setting of a large state histonical saociety
or university library?

There are probably no easy answars.
Microfilming is expensive and timwe-consuming,
although its success with local government
records leads one to think that similar success
ikl prevail with materials held in the private
sectur, Thete are many options open In the drea
of preservation and administration of these
materials, and within the coming years we may
see mvre and more institutions tuming to
variogs tyvpes of nebworking and cooprative
arrangements in order to solve their historical
records problems.

As administrators of historical collections,
then, there are several basic things thal we can
div to ensure that |ocal historical documents are
available to users of all types for years to come,
First, we must work to uncover new sources of
materals not vel in repositories. Projects such
as "Vanishing Georgia” and "Foxfire” are only
seratching the surface of available materials,
whether they already exist, as in the case of
historic photographs, or are to be created, as in
the case ol oral history interviews. In the course

ol our wirk in uncovering thess sources, we
must also be aware of the diversity of
individuals and groups that have gone into
making our community’s history . The days of
an elitist approach to local history are over. and
we can ill-athord to continue perpetuating
sterentypes about our country’s past and the
citizens who have belped to make it,

Anather of our goals, inaddition o collectmge
local history ducuments, should be to stimulate
awareness of the significance of these materials
and their study. Education and outreach
programs extending from elementary schowl
children to senier citizens give mdividuals an
awareness of their own past and stimulate
interest in local history in general. School
curriculum materials. for example. can be
developed to eftectively use local resources and
institutions. Voluntesr programs, whether they
are for docents or historical administration
interns, can provide reliet trom the ever-present
penple-power shortage, as well as providing
potential continuing support for the programs of
the local repository. Exhibits and special
programs aimed at exploiting local history
resources are another facet of Lhis educational
process.

As administrarors and researchers, we also
need to develop an awareness of federally and
privately funded programs designed specitically
with local history makerials in mind. These
programs can give our inskitutions a much
needed shot in the arm, and, while they cannot
substitute for effective day-to-day
administration, they can provide individual
repositories with the resources 1o develop
special programs relating to historical source
materials. The National Historic Publications
and Records Commission's records program, tor
example, has, during its three-year existence,
made many local history grants, <uch as one
the Cumberland County, Pennsylvania,
Historical Society for preservation,
arrangement, and description of 18th- through



AASUH Techeical Leaflet 115

20thcentury county records, another to the
Social Law Library in Boston for preservation of
early local court records, and another 1o the
Mattatuck Historical Society of Waterbury,
Conneclicut, for the preservation and processing
of local business records. It is up to historians to
become aware of related local resources, such as
private foundations, business firms, and
organizations, that can be enlisted in the cause
of preserving local history materials, New
programs, such as HEW's Institute of Museum
Services, are being developed. and the alert
administrator will exploit the opportunities these
agencies present.

Improved access for researchers s another
continuing need. Although the NHPRC data
base will fill a major gap in basic knowledge of
local history source materials; there is still an
acule need for basic internal Hnding aids or
even simple physical arrangement of materials.
Despite the educational etforts of such
organizations as the Society of American
Archivists, oo many institutions are still
clinging to antiquated inefficient means of
arrangement and description of their materials.
With the great increase in volume of most 20th-
century collections, we can ne longer afford te
engage in such procedures as item indexing,
calendaring, cross-relerencing of individual
decuments. and the like. We can no longer
altord to prastice restrictive and capricious
acces policies that deny resexrchers fall
knowledze of the past. And we can no longer
atfised 1o be so naive as 1o believe that we are
immune from the hazards of thelt, vandalism.
and pollution.

We need to be aware and to utitiee whatever
educational opportunities are avallable 1o us
that will impriove vur capacity to administer our
holdings of local history documents, Many of
the materials —photographs. films. high acid
paper. audio tapee—that are boused in Yur
repositories are chemically unstable, and we
must be aware ol what we can do, yven with
the mintmum: of |acilibes, o presesve them, We
need to develop 3 koowledgs of modern
techniques ol business administration and fund-
raming and be receptive to the potential of suech
networking and inter-institutional coopération.
In short, we need to develop in ourselves the
=i skills as any professional manager in.a
large corporation,

All of this may «em a long distance away
from the nitial discussion of the nature of local
history documents and their creators. [ really
w=n't, hewever. The process of creating,
collecting. preserving, and administering
collections of local history materials is a spiral
leading upward from the initial act of Aunt
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Nellie clicking the shutter on her Polaroid at the
DAR picnic. If we think that the Aunt Nellies
and the DARs and the Polarvid pictures of this
worhd have any valoe at all, we should try our
best 1o give them the same attention, care, and
rrnlmmlcmalmncm that we would give to a

etter by Thomas Jefferson. In the best sense of
the Dedlaration of Independence, the day of the
common man and the common woman has
come, and, given the opportunity. the
documents ol their local environment will
provide both this and generations 1o come with
the materials from which 1o document the real
American history,
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Early American Account Books:
Interpretation, Cataloguing, and Use

By Robert J. Wilson Il

What does one do with old account books?
These troublesome documents, unwieldy, dirty,
and difficult to catalogue, are frequently the
despair of a great many librarians and curators in
local historical societies. The volumes often lurk in
some dark comer of the library, like stubbom
children who refuse to be assimilated into the
“archival Family.

Librarians, however, are not the enly people
who are uncomfortable when confronted with ac-
count books. These old volumes have been largely
ignored by the broader scholarly community
which, mistakenly, has tended to regard book-
keeping as a mysterious art beyond the ken of
non-professionals. Account books, therefore, have
been chiefly exploited by economic historians,
students of material culture, and the inevitable an-
tiquarian interested in the price of a half-yard of
shalloon in 1765.

The failure to rely readily on account books in
historical research is all the more curious given
recent scholarly interest in the lives of the histori-
cally inarticulate —those individuals commonly
ignored by traditional history. Few sources depict
with greater fidelity the day-to-day economic life
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of farmers, laborers, and merchants, The purpose
of this leaflet, then, is to suggest how early
American account books (early eighteenth
through early nineteenth century) may be or-
ganired and catalogued, as well as to indicate
some of the possibilities they afford for scholarty

Ladygers snd Dlay Books

Account books are difficult to dassify since the
purposes of the people who kept them varied so
widely. A collection may include a journal listing
the daily household expenses of a farmer’s wife, as

Colondal and Early Nutianal periods, howsver,
may be divided into two general categories—
ledger= and day books.

Ledgers consist of individual accounts that
cover a time period varying from a year or less to

five years or more. The of the accounts
can, for instance, find all the credits and debits of
Jonathan Doe from 1800 to 1810 listed on two op-

posite pages.
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Day books, sometimes called “waste books™ or
“blotters,” were jowrnals of original entry. On
each page or two were recorded all the transac-
tions conducted on any given day. Day books
were used, in effect, as the data source for ledgers.
(Surviving day books, incidentally, are pmlvh\gtn
be far more numerous than earlier scholars had
supposed. ) One frequently tinds the eighteenth-
century ledger and day book format casoally
intertwined in the same book.

J. gt ) Brabks

Mnch:nhbranmn&ﬂnﬁﬂd&ﬁiﬂfﬁtnﬂhtyof
eighteenth-century American account books
frustrating. This does not mean that colonial ac-
count keepers were hopeless amateurs. Indeed,
from the 1730s on, most merchants were familiar
with double-entry bookkeeping, thanks to popular
instruction texts such as John Mair's Bookkeeping
Methodiz'd (Edinburgh, 1736). Nevertheless, a
store merchant might suddenly stop recording daily
business and insert a personal diary, or an agri-
cultural journal, or a list of wholesale purchases.
To add to the interpretive confusion, more than
one person frequently used the account sooks. For
all these reasons. | wamn cataloguers at local
libraries and historical societies against forcing a
volume to fit a strict definition. Indeed, in a small
collection, it would be quite proper for a
cataloguer to accession the volumes under the
general category of “Account Boak” and therefore
avoid the problem of technical nomenclature posed
by the more ambiguous account books.

The bookkeeping system in pre-industrial
America was unguestionably more primitive and
less tidy than in later periods. Owing to the scarcity
of specie and the uncertainty of provincial currency.

S — - ——— __ —

most transactions involved exchanges of goods
and services. However, to prevent this system of
barter from becoming too cumbersome to record,
colonial boal assigned a monetary value in
terms of pounds, shillings, and pence to these
goods and services. For this reason, we miust not
expect to find neatly-balanced accounts or annual
profit-and-loss statements in the earlier account
books, Accounts at a general store aften were not
settled for yvears: in many cases the merchant had
to wait for the death of a customer before collect-
ing a debt. This system, called "bookkeeping
barter” by historian W. T. Baxter, lubricated the
intricate network of credit which sustained the
pre-industrial economy.

The following excerpt i from the ledger of
Samuel Davison, a cabinetmaker from Plainfield,
Mascachusetts. It illustrates most of the
characteristic elements of bookkeeping barter in
the early ledgers. Although the account covers the
period 1802-1806, the reader will note that
monetary value is still expressed in terme of

shillings, and pence. The left side of the
is the debit {(Dr) side and the right. or
cantra (Cr), side lists the credit of Mr. Davison's
customer, George Vineing. For those who are
completely unfamiliar with the art of bookkeep-
ing, one little couplet from an early nineteenth-
cenbury accounting instruction book may be of
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Profit and Loss Accounts are plain
| debit Loss and credit gain.

Motice that, in exchange for his fomiture, Vineing
rendered payment in cash. labor, produce. and
third-party credit.
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Cataloguing

Identification of Chwhner
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found in a note inserted after balancing an ac-
count. The note might read:

“Then made all accounts even to our statisfaction
[sic| as witness our hands

Samuel Davison

George Vineing”
In this instance, since George Vineing's previously
mentioned account clearly proclaims him to be a
customer, one may infer that Mr. Davison is the
likely owner of the book. One should always
remember that most account books existed solely
for the convenience of their owners, and therefore

tend to be highly idiosyncratic.

Catplogne Card

If an account book was kept by an individual
merchant, craftsman, or such, the main entry on
the catalogue card should include:
* The owner's name.
* The owner's vital dates.
* The type of account book (ledger, day book,

journal)

* The of the owner or al subject
matter of the account book (if can be
ascertained), _

* The place where the accounts were kept and the
inclusive dates of the book.

hhm&-m:h“m

by a professional accountant, the name
ﬂh&mmnﬂ:tﬂn&n&ulmwiu
m‘mlﬂuhﬂm
hitmhl. information about the owner or
his business, cite them in short-title form at the
bottom of the card. Finally. if time and staff
permit, add a series of entry cards based on the
subject matter of the account books. Examples of
subject titles might be: BLACKSMITHING,

CLOTHING, COOPERAGE, DYEING,

MEDICINE. SHOEMAKERS. TAVERNKEEPERS,

TOOLS. Use Library of Congress subject classifica-

tions unless the titles are simply too contemporary

to adequately describe early American institutions
and professions.
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Care aml Storage

Account books, particularly the older ones,
tend to be longer than they are wide, and often
are enclosed in a decaying leather binding. To pre-
vent further deterioration and to keep the books
from becoming too dog-eared, store them horizon-
tally. Use acid-free storage boxes and order them
in the largest standard size. Although account
books vary in height from 15 cm. to 53 cm., the
average range is 30-35 cm. Because of the often
delicate state of the binding, fAagging for iden-
tification is preferable to labeling on the spine. 1§
a particular book is of great value, professional
restorative work and & more carelul pnade of
preservation may be in order.

Frequently, you will find old account books
pasted over with scrapbook dippings. You may
steam the clippings off, but approach the restora-
tion of such books cautiously. The steaming process
is a tedious one, and—since pages were probably
slit out for the scrapbook —the underlying account
book may be so eviscerated that its value to
researchers may be negligible.

Ress=rch Possibilivies

What is the historical value of account books?
Why is it important that they be preserved? For
museum curators and their staffs the answer is
clear. The authentic re-creation of an early nine-
teenth-century general store, or the reconstruction
of the agricultural economy of colonial times, in-
deed, any attermpt to explore the material fabric of
our past, iz heavily reliant upon account books.
Social and cultural historians are also beginning to
exploit these old volumes.
extent of a collection, are considerable. Account
books have already provided much of the grist for
large-scale research into the economic realities of
the ante-bellum South, the tobacco economy of
the colonial Chesapeake, and the mercantile world
of eighteenth-century Boston, to name a few
areas. They are also indispensable to historians
uudymgijul-nm]mumnmity

fore, afford an unvarmished glimpse into the
economy of life in a household, a farm, a village,
or a factory. Furthermore, unlike probate inven-
tories, they allow us to catch merchants and con-
mintheprmnhhdruumlcll&
chusetts, for instance, wulprusp:rnus prnpriﬂm-




AASIH Techniral lsaflet 140

of a general store, We may infer one of the
reasons for his success from a note enclosed in one
of his account books, dated March 4, 1760, which
advises a customer: T have an account against
wou which is of a very Jong standing and which
you must settle immediately or expect Trouble.”

This no-nonsense can be contrasted
with the gentle irony of Linus Yale, Jr., an in-
dustrial pioneer in Shelbume Falls, Massachusetts,
who wrote in one account book that: “The manu-
tacture of Locks under this Patent during the Years
of 1658, 1859, and 1860 was small and so far as |
can ascertain unattended with profit.”

Even a modest collection of account books can
begin to provide answers to scores of historical
questions, How did consumption patterns vary

-+ —

among the different social sirata in 2 small town?
How did these patterns vary aver time in an in-
dustrializing communityT To what extent was the
rural community in colonial America in fact
economically self-contained?

Thie utility of account boaks is not confined to
economic historians alone. Scholars interested in
the history of the family, the professions, women,
agriculture, medicine, and transportation are find-
ing these sources essental to their research. The
interest in account books is rapidly growing
among members of the academic community, and
the local historical and museum should,
mdmg!jr take a heightened interest in pro-
viding for the preservation and accessibility of

these important and irreplaceable documents.
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Hiltographs
The [Herature on the history of accounting and
accounting theory is extensive, but those works
dealing with the techniques and evalution of
ing in America are not numerogs, The
following will serve as a useful introduction to the
field:

Allen, James R., Melinda F. Kwedar, and John A.
Patterson. “Tlinois General Store Manuscripts,
1825-1845: A Bibliography.” [llinois Likraries,
April 1980, pp. 303-309_

Threr Certuries of Accounting in Massachusetts.
New York: Amo Press, 1978.

Baxter, W. T. "Accounting in Colonial America.”
Studies in the History of Accounting. Eds.

A. C, Littleton and B. 5. Yamey.
l: Richard D. Irwin, Inc., 1956.

—. "Credit, Bills, and Bookkeeping in a Simple
Economy.” Accounting Review, April 1946,
pp. 154-166.

—. The House of Hancock. Cambridge, Mass.:
Harvard University Press, 1945,

Brief, Richard P. Nineteenth Century Capital
Accounting and Business Investrment. New
York: Amo Press, 1976,

Bruchey, Stuart. Robert Oliver and Mercantile
Bookkeeping in the Farlv Nimeteenth Century.,
New York: Armo Press, 1976.

Merino, Barbara Dubis, and Gary |. Previts. A
Histary of Accounting in America. New York:
John Wiley & Sons, 1979,

Voke, Albert F. “Accounting Methods of Colonial
Merchants in Virginia.” Jouwnal of Accouritancy.
July 1926, pp. 1-11.
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Technical Leaflets are published by the
American Association for State and Local
History for the purpose of bringing useful
information to persons working in the state
and local history movement. The selection of
subject matter is based upon varied inquiries
received by the Association's home office. The
leaflets, which are detachable from the
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