AASLH Leadership in History Awards
2018 Manual
Frequently Asked Questions

Who is eligible for an award?
AASLH encourages organizations and individuals to nominate or self-apply for the national
Leadership in History Awards. A nominee does not have to be an AASLH member to apply and
self-nominations are encouraged (except for the Individual Achievement category).

What awards are available for nomination?
The Award of Distinction is given infrequently and only in recognition of long and very
distinguished individual service. Recipients are noted for their contributions to the field of state and
local history and are recognized nationally as leaders in the profession. To nominate an individual
for this award, please contact Nicholas Hoffman, National Awards Chair, by February 1.
The Award of Merit is presented to recognize excellence for projects (including civic engagement,
special projects, educational programs, exhibits, publications, etc.), and individual achievement.
AASLH’s Awards Committee selects candidates from the Award of Merit nominations for these
additional special recognitions. You do not apply for them directly.
The Albert B. Corey Award recognizes primarily volunteer-operated historical organizations that
best display the qualities of vigor, scholarship, and imagination in their work. Regional chairs may
recommend any primarily volunteer organization that is nominated for the Award of Merit. This is
an award made at the discretion of the Awards Committee.
The History in Progress (HIP) Award is a special additional award for an Award of Merit winner
whose nomination is highly inspirational, exhibits exceptional scholarship, and/or is exceedingly
entrepreneurial in terms of funding, partnerships, or collaborations, creative problem solving, or
unusual project design and inclusiveness. This is an award made at the discretion of the Awards
Committee.

What do I need to submit for the nomination?
All types of nominations will have similar requirements, except for section 5 which will differ
according to the category you choose for your nomination.
Section 1 – Nomination Narrative
Summarize the project, organization, or individual and describe their achievements and impact on
the community served. Highlight how the project exemplifies good history, community engagement,
innovation, and inclusivity. Describe how success was assessed and evaluated, as well as the
involvement of partners and community stakeholders. Finally, discuss your organization’s mission
and how this project supported or furthered it. (750 words total)
Section 2 – Two Letters of Critical Review with CV/Resumes of the reviewers. This critical
testimony, from at least two disinterested professionals not involved with the project or nominee, is
required. One of the critical reviews should address the scholarship involved with the
nomination. The other critical review should address the outcome and effect of the project on the
organization or the community or constituency(ies) served. Reviews published in scholarly journals
may be substituted for one letter of critical review. Local news coverage, letters of support, press
releases, etc., do not qualify as critical testimony. Qualifications of individuals providing critical
testimony either are clearly stated in the testimony itself or in an attached CV/resume.
Section 3 – One Page Budget for the project showing all revenues and expenses. If you have
questions about providing this information, please contact your state team captain.
Section 4 – Resumes of project’s Key Personnel.
Section 5 – Documentation as requested for specific nomination categories
Section 6 – This section is for additional, non-required materials that you feel will enhance your
nomination. Examples of appropriate materials include additional letters of support, publicity and
promotional materials, evaluations (if not required), information, newspaper articles, etc. Page limit:
5 pages of additional material.

Section 5 – Additional material for each category


Civic Engagement

This category is designed to encourage community engagement and civil dialogue from both sides of
contemporary history issues, such as environment vs. industry or political debates; explorations of

different segments of a community, such as religion, ethnicity, or socioeconomic status. (Please note:
you can choose to submit under this category or under the Public Program or Exhibitions categories but should follow
the guidelines for those categories.)



o

Photographs: 10 – 12 showing elements of program and participants

o

Sample Label Copy

o

Program Handouts as applicable to project

o

Marketing Materials

Exhibits

In your nomination narrative, please include:


Importance of exhibition to the institution and mission



Target audience and attendance projections, and whether these have been met



Accessibility and sustainability of the exhibition-how did you make it accessible
to all types of audience and how will you sustain the exhibition over the time it is
on view (if applicable)



Evaluation information (audience surveys, letters from visitors, social media
comments, etc.) and how you have/will use the information gathered

o Photographs: 10-12, including close-ups and long-range photos
o Sample Label Copy, including examples of formatted labels (All introductory, theme, or
section panels and 5-10 artifact labels)
o Exhibit Floor Plan, including square footage
o Representative List of Artifacts
o List of Resources Consulted
o Highlight any innovative interpretive techniques or devices and complementary
components such as web presence or programming if applicable
o

Multimedia
o Copy of the DVD, CD, other product, or website address
(Scripted video/audio must offer Closed Captions or an accompanying transcript)

o Copy of the complete script
o Bibliography or statement of works consulted
o Evaluation information (audience surveys, letters from visitors, social media comments,
etc.) and how you have/will use the information gathered
o Public Programming
o Copy of marketing/handout materials
o Photographs: 10 – 12 showing elements of program and participants
o Evaluation information (audience surveys, letters from visitors, social media comments,
etc.) and how you have/will use the information gathered
o Special Projects
This category is for projects that have multiple aspects and should be used if the nominee wants
all aspects of a larger project reviewed as a whole. As examples: an exhibition with related
educational and public programming and website or a walking tour that has curriculum materials
and related articles in the local paper. Alternatively, a nomination may be submitted for only one
component of a larger project, such as a specific exhibition or program. In that case the
nomination should be submitted in the specific category that matches the format, such as
exhibitions.
o Copy of marketing/handout materials
o Photographs
o Evaluation information (audience surveys, letters from visitors, social media comments,
etc.) and how you have/will use the information gathered
o If your special project involves the preservation of a historic structure, you must include
a letter from the State Historic Preservation Office addressing the project's compliance
with The Secretary of Interior’s Standards
Section 6 – This section is for additional, non-required materials that you feel will enhance your
nomination. Examples of appropriate materials include additional letters of support, publicity and
promotional materials, evaluations (if not already required), newspaper articles, etc. Page limit: 5
pages of additional material.

Special Instructions for Individual Achievement Nominations
Section 1 – Complete nomination form and narrative. Include why the award is appropriate now in
the individual's career.
Section 2 – Critical testimony from at least two professionals not involved with the nomination is
required. One of the critical reviews should address the exceptional leadership or scholarship
demonstrated by the nominee. What did this individual accomplish to benefit state and local history?
The other critical review should address the effect of the nominee's efforts on the organization
or the community or constituency(ies) served. How did this individual make a difference?
Qualifications of individuals providing critical testimony either are clearly stated in the testimony
itself or in an attached CV/resume.
Section 3 – A one-page description of the individual’s work indicating how his/her community has
been improved by the nominee’s efforts.
Section 4 – Samples of the individual’s work or works
Section 5 – Individual’s resume or vitae
Section 6 – Up to 5 pages of optional materials may include additional letters of critical testimony
or support, published articles concerning the individual, additional examples of the individual’s
works, etc.

Special Instructions for Publications


Submit all nominations via the AASLH online submission process. Two copies of the
publication should be sent to your state or regional representative.



Nominations must be uploaded by midnight EST on March 1. Do not send award
applications to the AASLH office. If you are unsure of the category for your nomination,
contact your state team captain for guidance.



Include all required documentation listed below in the information uploaded to the
nomination site:
o

Nomination Form: This will provide us with contact information as well as citation
information for the award. Please be sure to include the correct title of the project as
well as all of the correct names to be included on the award citation.

o

Nomination Narrative: This section is your opportunity to succinctly tell judges why
the nominee is worthy of an award. Be sure to answer all questions.

o

Supporting Documentation: Each award category requires specific types of
supporting documentation. Please provide the required materials to help the review
committee judge each nomination fairly.

Section 1 – Completed Nomination Form and Narrative
Summarize the project, organization, or individual and describe their achievements and impact on
the community served. Highlight how the project exemplifies good history, community engagement,
innovation, and inclusivity. Describe how success was assessed and evaluated, as well as the
involvement of partners and community stakeholders. Finally, discuss your organization’s mission
and how this project supported or furthered it. (750 words total)
Section 2 – Two Letters of Critical Review with CV/Resumes of the reviewers. This critical
testimony, from at least two disinterested professionals not involved with the project or nominee, is
required. One of the critical reviews should address the scholarship involved with the
nomination. The other critical review should address the outcome and effect of the project on the
organization or the community or constituency(ies) served. Reviews published in scholarly journals
may be substituted for one letter of critical review. Local news coverage, letters of support, press
releases, etc., do not qualify as critical testimony. Qualifications of individuals providing critical
testimony either are clearly stated in the testimony itself or in an attached CV/resume.
Scholarship of work


Quality of sources consulted



Contribution to the field of state and local history



One review may focus on the outcome and effect of the publication but it should be as
specific as possible in demonstrating the impact. For example, has the book’s publication
lead to a measurable increase in visitation, public programming, shop revenue, or visibility
for the institution or subject matter?



Resume/CV of reviewer



Local news coverage, press releases, etc., do not qualify as letters of critical review, although
these may be included in Section 5 of your nomination. Please include a resume or CV for
each reviewer. Reviews published in scholarly journals may be substituted for the second
letter of critical review.

Section 3 – One Page Budget for the publication showing all revenues and expenses. If you have
questions about providing this information, please contact your state team captain.
Section 4 – Resumes of project’s Key Personnel
Section 5 – This section is for additional, non-required materials that you feel will enhance or
strengthen your nomination. Examples of appropriate materials include additional letters of support,
publicity and promotional materials, evaluations (if not required), newspaper articles, etc. Page
limit: 5 pages of additional material.

Please note - Critical testimony is extremely important for all nominations in the review process.
These letters should not be letters of support, but should provide critical review of the nomination.
(Reviews published in scholarly journals may be substituted for one letter of critical review.)
Who can nominate and I nominate myself and/or my organization?
AASLH encourages organizations and individuals to nominate or self-apply for the national
Leadership in History Awards. A nominee does not have to be an AASLH member to apply and
self-nominations are encouraged (except for the Individual Achievement category).
Who is on this year’s Awards Committee?


Chair: Nicholas Hoffman, Missouri Historical Society



Region 1: Brooke Steinhauser, Emily Dickinson Museum



Region 2: Scott Wands, Connecticut Humanities



Region 3: Melinda Meyer, Erie Yesterday



Region 4: Laura Caldwell Anderson, Alabama Humanities



Region 5: Danielle Petrak, The Royce J. and Caroline B. Watts Museum



Region 6: Jason Crabill, Ohio Historical Society



Region 7: Ashley Bouknight, The Hermitage



Region 8: Andrew Albertson, Museum of Indian Arts and Culture,



Region 9: Joe Hoover, Minnesota Historical Society



Region 10: Dr. Jody Sowell, Missouri Historical Museum



Region 11: Shannon Haltiwanger, History Colorado



Region 12: Brandi Burns, Boise City Department of Arts & History



Region 13: Carmen Blair, San Mateo County Historical Association



Region 14: Jody Crago, Chandler Museum

What is the review process?
General Criteria Evaluating Nominees for all Award Categories
To make effective and consistent evaluations, the following general criteria will apply in evaluating
nominations for all award categories:


Nominations are encouraged for exceptional and meritorious work by organizations or
individuals. The mere fulfillment of routine functions does not justify an award. Action over
and above the ordinary call of duty is a prerequisite for a Leadership in History Award.



Special consideration is given to new and promising, or well-executed ideas, approaches, and
innovations that will serve as a model for the field.



Awards are primarily conferred on special accomplishments occurring within the eighteen
months prior to the March 1 deadline. On occasion, awards may be given to notable
programs extending beyond the immediate period under consideration (for example,
nominees whose overall excellent work has occurred over many years).



Is it good history? The field known as state and local history plays a major role in the
collection, preservation, and interpretation of the past and present throughout the United
States. Each award nomination is to be evaluated in terms of the nominee’s contribution to
the advancement of state and/or local history. The importance of that contribution –
judged in the light of other standards contained in the guidelines – is a critical factor in
making the decisions required in the awards process. Nominations should answer the
question, “Is it Good History?”

Good History:
1. Embraces difficult topics by reflecting current scholarship, grounding the work in primary
source research, and providing a genuine contribution to the understanding of history.

2. Acts to build diversity and inclusiveness through interpretation that considers race, ethnicity,
gender, social class, and geography, and is provocative through presenting contested history
and multiple perspectives.
3. Cultivates an experimental and creative spirit as a source for imaginative problem solving,
exploring new approaches, and resourcefulness, while also looking to others for inspiration.
Projects that extend the mission of an organization, demonstrate risk-taking, and offer
activities outside conventional boundaries will merit greatest consideration.
4. Demonstrates the relevance of history and showcases how the public can make use of the
past in discussions of the present and the future.
5. Attempts to be accessible to wide audiences with differing learning styles, abilities, and
interest in history.

Additional General Criteria


Evaluation on the basis of the nominee’s own resources - Each nomination is evaluated
in terms of the resources that the nominee has at its command. Those resources may include
funds, collections, the talents of individuals, or the professional training and experience of an
organization’s staff. The essential standard is not how do those resources compare with
other nominees or possible nominees, but rather what has been done with these resources.
Organizations/individuals with access to greater/better resources will be held to higher
standards than those organizations that are all-volunteer or have limited resources.



The quality of the achievement for which the nomination is made - Consideration is
given to both what a nominee has accomplished and to how well the job has been
done. Awards shall be made only for genuine, proven accomplishments in the field of state
and local history. Project should reflect professional growth of an organization or individual,
adhere to museum standards and best practices, calculated risk-taking, and enhance the
organization’s mission.



Accomplishments vs. plans - Awards are given for demonstrated accomplishment, ideas,
concepts, and plans are generally not eligible for awards. Furthermore, programs that have
just started are not eligible for awards; organizations less than three years old simply have
not yet proved an established commitment to state and local history. The awards committee
must have evidence of demonstrated accomplishments.



Nominations judged in the light of prevailing thought - Nominations are judged in
terms of the theories, practices, and procedures generally accepted in the field of state and

local history at the time of such nominations. Projects will be evaluated on the basis of
relevancy, significance to the field, overall quality, and their unique or innovative character.


The standards of particular disciplines - The professional and ethical practices and
evaluative criteria of particular disciplines (historic preservation, exhibition production, oral
history, etc.) within the field of state and local history is used in making the decisions
required in the awards process. Project should improve the organization’s ability to serve the
public, reach new audiences, enhance current programs, and are part of a permanent
commitment to improvement.



Financial contributions - Awards are not given to nominees whose contributions to the
field of state and local history are solely or primarily financial in nature.

Nomination Criteria for Individual Achievement Category


Evaluations are for individuals, both career professionals (including retired), and volunteers,
who have demonstrated exemplary contributions to or exceptional accomplishments for
state and local history.



The individual's undertakings should advance his/her history organization and the field of
history up and above the duties required for their regular job.



An individual may be recognized for leadership, scholarship, or lifetime contributions.



The individual does not need to be active on the national level.



An individual may not receive the Award of Merit more than once in five years



Individuals cannot self-nominate.

Nomination Criteria for Publications


This is an award for historical scholarship, not design. The publication category includes
books, journals, and other scholarly works focusing on state and local history. It does not
include annual reports, brochures, newsletters, and other marketing materials.



All publications should have full back matter (references and index).



Publications should have a bibliography/works cited page and/or footnotes/endnotes.



Publications should be published within the eighteen months prior to the March 1 deadline.



Works that are primarily transcriptions of primary sources or photographic should
demonstrate why these documents were important for publication. The documents should
be interpreted with an argument through annotated notes or an introduction.



Publications intended for children should indicate intended audiences.



In addition to the online form, AASLH requires that two copies of the publication be
submitted to your state team leader. If your publication is an e-book with a print
edition, you must submit the print edition for review.

How do I submit my Nomination?


Contact your state team leader prior to submitting your nomination. They can answer
questions, provide tips, and help you craft a stronger nomination.



Complete and submit nomination form via the AASLH website by March 1.



For publications, two copies of your publication should be sent to your state team leader.
o

Please do not send the nomination or review copies to the AASLH office.

What happens after I submit a Nomination?
The nomination form instructs you to submit your completed nomination for an Award of Merit
online no later than March 1. But what happens to your nominations after that? After state team
captains review submissions, working with you to make certain that each nomination is complete,
they send the nomination along with their comments to their respective regional
representatives. These fourteen regional representatives, along with the National Awards Chair,
form the Awards Committee. In the spring, the entire committee meets at AASLH headquarters in
Nashville to choose that year’s award winners. Every nomination, out of a total of well over 100, is
reviewed by each committee member and then voted on individually by the full
committee. Nominees will be notified of the committee’s decision by July 15. From those
nominations selected to receive an Award of Merit, the Awards Committee also may choose to grant
additional recognition through the Albert B. Corey award, and the History in Progress (HIP) award.
You will find additional information about these special awards on your nomination instructions,
where you will also find a description of and instructions for the Award of Distinction, AASLH’s
highest honor. Please be aware that once submitted, your nomination materials becomes the
property of AASLH, may be used to promote the awards program, and will not be returned.
How are the winners honored?
Successful nominees will be announced, celebrated and presented with their award at the AASLH
Annual Meeting.

